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“Remarkable Relationships” 
Matthew 17:22 – 18:14 

September 1, 2019 
 

Last week, we discussed the “Remarkable Mountain of Transfiguration in 

Matthew 17:1-20. If you look closely at this chapter, you will find Jesus is: 

transfigured (vs. 1-13); triumphant (vs. 14-20); and taxed (vs. 24-27). Doesn’t this 

make you feel a little better about our situation in the U.S.A.? It does me. Today, 

we will move forward also into Chapter 18, which will include Jesus’ teaching on  

humility, responsibility and self-renunciation and individual care. (All following 

being taxed . . . I love it!) We will conculde the sermon/message time with an 

ordination of Jon Thomas, one of RBC’s finest.  

Let’s pray: Lord, thank you for eing the perfect example in humility – though you 

were are are the very Son of God, you hid this for 33+ years – you emptied 

yourself and did not see equality with the Father as something to be grasped. 

Lord, thank you for eaching us about responsibility – though you were and are 

triumphant (all powerful), you show us how to use the great power we have 

within us for good. Lord, thank you for the flawless example you set of self-

renunciation in allowing yourself to be taxed – WOW!!! Lord, thank you for 

showing us how to live by giving individual care – truly living life to the fullest 

(John 10:10) – hide your word deep in your hearts that we might not sin against 

thee. Amen! 

 Please turn with me to Matthew 17:22. Now, Jesus has just made his 

mountainous statement “if you have faith like a grain of mustard see, you will say 

to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there, and it will move’ and nothing will be 
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impossible for you.” Whatever God has willed for His glory can be accomplished in 

your life and mine also! Now, in Verse 22, it appears they are on their way back to 

Capernaum, Jesus/ ministry headquarters. 

Matthew 17:22   As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son 

of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men, 

Here, we have Jesus’ second passion prediction - - it is an abbreviated version of 

Matthew 16:21. Already, we are just days away from the passion of our Lord. 

Matthew 17:23     and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” 

And they were greatly distressed. 

The Gospel in a single verse. Notice here, “they were greatly distressed” – “filled 

with grief” or literally “they grieved exceedingly”. No longer are the disciples 

fighting the idea of Jesus’ death (as Peter did especially, the last time Jesus made 

this prediction), but they still don’t like it either – and neither do I. [Personal: I 

love that Jesus knows the future exactly. . . brings me comfort.] 

Matthew 17:24    When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-

drachma tax went up to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the tax?” 

(Matthew was a reformed tax collector, himself.)              Map of Carernaum 

“the two-drachma tax” – this was a Jewish tax upon Jewish people that paid for 

the Temple in Jerusalem to run. Remember, there were morning and evening 

sacrifices, each involving the offering of a year-old lamb, wine, flour and oil. 

Incense was burned daily and had to be bought and prepared. The priests wore 
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costly robes; the high priests’ robe was worth a king’s ransom. All this required 

money. 

So, on the basis of Exodus 30:13 every male Jew over 20 years old had to pay an 

annual Temple tax of ½ Hebrew Shekel = 2 Greek drachmas (approximately two 

days wage). It was announced on the first month Adar, which is March on our 

calendar, at the beginning of the month that it would be collected (all over Israel). 

Then, on the 15th of the month booths were set up in each town and village to 

collect the tax. (The passion of our Lord is less than 30 days away.) “Does your 

teacher not pay the tax?” – obviously, they are trying to entrap Jesus here. 

Matthew 17:25    He said, “Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke 

to him first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth 

take toll or tax? From their sons or from others?” 

“From their sons or from others?” – “sons” – can mean a king’s own nation never 

paid tribute, if there were any notions subject to it or a king’s family, his literal 

sons. 

 Matthew 17:26    And when he said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the 

sons are free. 

“from others” – obviously – keep in mind here, the Temple is Jesus’ Father’s 

house: 

Luke 2:49  And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you 

not know that I must be in my Father's house?”  

: 
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Formally ordained priests and rabbis were exempt from the Temple Tax (but Jesus 

was not formally ordained). 

Matthew 17:27      However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a 

hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth you will 

find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.” 

(One of the most difficult verses in the New Testament to interpret.) 

The word “offense” never means to insult or injure the pride of. It always means 

to put a stumbling block in someone’s way, to cause someone to trip up and to 

fall. Therefore, Jesus is saying, “we must pay so as not to set a bad example to 

others. We must not only do our duty, we must go beyond duty, in order that we 

may show others what they ought to do.” (Barclay, p. 170) 

“cast a hook” – Peter, as a commercial fisherman, always used nets. (This is the 

only place in the New Testament where a fish is said to be caught with a hook.) 

“you will find a shekel” – a miraculous catch. 

[Verses 24-27 are unique to Matthew’s gospel.] 

This verse could be a metaphor – the Scriptures never say Peter went to Galilee 

and actually did this. Some take the “cast a hook” as a saying that Peter needed to 

go fishing for the day and catch enough to sell to pay the Temple Tax. It might be 

argued that if this was literal, this is the only miracle Jesus ever did that was a 

least in part self-serving but I think this is beside the point. This 

account/conversation teaches us the humility of our Lord and Savior in that he 

humbly paid the Temple Tax, when he was the embodiment of the Temple itself: 
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John 2:19   Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up.” 

His body was/is the ultimate once and for all sacrifice for sins. Beloved, we have a 

humble savior. 

Matthew 20:28   even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

The irony of this account on the Temple tax is unmistakable in contrast to the 

next verse. Jesus, humbly pays the Temple tax which he most certainly did not 

have to, as the very Son of God and now . . .  

[Verses 1-4 speak of humility as well.] 

Matthew 18:1   At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

 “At that time” – literally means “hour” (60 minutes). 

These young men go from being grief-stricken (grieved exceedingly in verse 23) to 

arguing about who’s the top dog? Listen to the Spirit here: if you (or someone you 

know) are constantly having to assert your authority as the ALPHA MALE/ALPHA 

FEMALE, guess who’s not the top dog? You are not!!! Now, this question is not 

completely out of left field – Peter, James and John have just returned from the 

Mount of Transfiguration (17:1-13). 

Matthew 18:2    And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 

“a child” – (Children would willingly come to Jesus, when he called them – true 

today, too) Children were not held in very high esteem in First Century A.D. 
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Middle East. This was an elder focused culture (the opposite of our North 

American culture today.) They were to be seen and not heard. There is a tradition 

that this child was Ignatius of Antioch, a great servant of the church, a great 

writer and finally a martyr. He was surnamed Theophoros, which means God-

carried, because Jesus carried him on his knee. It may be so, but it is more likely 

that this boy was Peter’s son (it was Peter’s house and he was married - Mathew 

8:14). 

Matthew 18:3   and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

“turn and become like children” – Small children aren’t tainted yet, are they? 

They experience wonder and have the power to forgive and forget quickly (kids 

will fight like cats and dogs one minute, be best buddies the next). Small children 

have humility (most want to fade away in the background). Small children have 

trust and dependence on their parents to meet their every need. Small children 

are not threatening – we aren’t afraid to meet a three-year-old in a dark alley. 

Small children are not good at deception, yet. Small children could not care less 

about social status. (They have absolutely no understanding of fame – Michael 

Douglas’ small daughter describes him as “the pancake man” . . .) 

Matthew 18:4    “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven.” 

Philippians 2:8    And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
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Jesus is so humble that he won’t even, for one minute, claim that He is the 

greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven!  

[Verses 5-7 speaks of responsibility]  

Matthew 18:5     “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me,” 

 “child” can mean small child or a disciple, too in Matthew especially 

beginning/new disciples. 

In verse 5, Jesus teaches us that the most important people in the kingdom are 

not the thrusters and those who have climbed to the top of the tree by pushing 

everyone else out of the way, but the quiet, humble, simple people, who have the 

heart of a child (Barclay, p. 178). 

Receiving a “child” in Jesus’ name means to teach them about Christ. (What a 

responsibility!) “Child” has double meaning – small child and beginning disciple. 

Matthew 18:6     but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 

sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck 

and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

“little ones” – beginning disciple  

“No man sins uninvited; and the bearer of the invitation is so often a fellow man.” 

Then Jesus took the view that the most unforgivable of all sins is to teach another 

to sin; and for this reason – a man’s own sins can be forgiven and limited in 

consequences; but if we teach another to sin, this sets a train of sin in motion 

with no foreseeable end. (Alcohol option here.) 
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“great millstone” - the kind that a donkey would roll around and around to grind 

grain. 

“depth of the sea” – the middle of the sea/ocean. Jews were not a water loving 

people (see no sea in Heaver in Revelation 21). Drowning was viewed as 

horrifying. 

Matthew 18:7     “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary  

that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!” 

A lifestyle characterized by causing others to sin in incompatible to true 

discipleship. 

 [Verses 8-9 speaks of self-renunciation.]  

Matthew 18:8-9     “8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off 

and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two 

hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you 

to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye 

than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.” 

These verses are a repetition of Matthew 5:29-30 in reverse order (the eye is first 

in Matthew 5). Today, let’s get blunt honest, sin is really no big deal. We are 

willing to shrug off almost every imaginable evil with “I (he, she) could have done 

worse.” This is not is not how Jesus looks at sin – especially teaching others to join 

us in our sins. (Elaborate here – teachers who encourage people to drink and 

smoke . . .) Those who teach children and or young/new believers/disciples to sin 

are damned. God forbid you and I intentionally teach anyone to sin! 
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Maybe they should cut their mouths off? 

[Verses 10-14 speak of individual care.] 

Matthew 18:10     “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell 

you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in 

heaven.” 

“their angels” – every child and every new believer has their own angel – it’s 

Biblical. 

Matthew 18:11    Some manuscripts add “For the Son of Man came to save the 

lost.” (True whether it’s original to Matthew or not.) 

Matthew 18:12-14     “12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep,       

and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 

mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, 

truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never 

went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of 

these little ones should perish.” 

Usually at least two shepherds would shepherd flocks of sheep so one could leave 

and go and search for a lost sheep without endangering the others. Shepherds 

would sometimes search for miles to find one sheep. This is an awesome picture 

of God’s love for both children and his children (disciples). The love of God is: 

1. An individual love 
2. A patient love 
3. A seeking love 
4. A rejoicing love 
5. A protecting love – it seeks and saves. 
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The humility, responsibility, self-renunciation and individual care fits perfectly for 

a deacon. 

Jon and Jessie Thomas – son, Reid 

Explain the process and positive affirmation two weeks ago. (1 Timothy 3:8-13). 

Also, introduce all Deacons that will be active for the next three years. 

Matt Davis – Stanton Springs Chair/Elder 

Daniel Boozer – Chairman  

Call all active deacons names, then invite all ordained Deacons/Ministers up for 

the laying on of hands (Acts 6:1-7). 

Prayer and Invitation 

Conyers Deacons Stanton Deacons Elders 

Daniel Boozer (Chair) Matt Davis Matt Davis (Stanton) 

Wray Cochran Keith McMullen Bob Creager 

Jim Davis Shane Standridge Victor Hurst 

Keith Gaddis Chris Lowe Butch Barnes 

Chris Gaddy  Kris Lawler 

Tom Bossieau  Mark Overstreet 

Ray Lewis   

Roy Dawkins   

Dwayne Moon   

Oliver Smith   

Brad Leavitt   

Jon Thomas *   
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