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“Another Remarkable Meal” 
Matthew 15:29-39 

August 4, 2019 
 

Last week, we discussed “A Remarkable ‘No’ and A Remarkable ‘Yes.’” The 

Remarkable No! was to the meaningless outward religious rituals of Judaism 

which included both the Oral Law (Mishnah) ritual hand washings and large 

swaths of the Book of Leviticus. In essence, Jesus declared all food “clean” in 

verses 10-20. Also see:  

1. Civil Laws – Deuteronomy 24:10-11  

2. Ceremonial Laws – Leviticus 1:1-13 

3. Moral Laws – Exodus 20:1-17 

The Remarkable Yes! was to the unclean Canaanite woman, who came to Jesus 

after his leaving Galilee and going into Gentile territory, who asked him to heal 

her demon-possessed daughter in verses 21-28. While he is reluctant to do so in 

the beginning (originally he won’t even speak to her) her persistence, caused by 

her “great faith”, moved the Lord to give to her exactly what she wanted and “her 

daughter was healed instantly” (verse 28). 

 “Great Faith”  1 2 3 

This “great faith” lady appears to have gotten “the crumbs” (vs. 27). 

Matthew 15:29   Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. 

And he went up on the mountain and sat down there. 

 “Jesus went on from there” – if we are not careful, we think Jesus has gone back 

immediately from the Tyre and Sidon district (vs. 21) to the more Jewish parts of 
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Galilee – back into Jewish territory - - but he has not! [I don’t like this but I’m 

doing it anyway.] 

Mark 7:31    (the parallel to today’s account) Then he returned from the 

region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of 

the Decapolis. 

(Map of Jesus’ travels at this point in his ministry) 

Jesus, here, is deliberately lengthening out his journey to have as long as possible 

with his disciples before the last journey to Jerusalem (Barclay, p. 125). Jesus and 

his disciples are in Decapolis in verses 29-38. 

“He went up on the mountain and sat down there” – sounds like Jesus in 

Matthew 5:1 at the Sermon on the Mount. (Jesus is the new Moses in Matthew). 

His healing of the multitudes in verses 30-31 show him doing that same thing in 

Matthew 14:34-36; 12:15; 4:23-25 and the remainder of our passages (vs. 32-38) 

this morning, all sounds familiar. Jesus has just fed 5,000 men plus women and 

children in Matthew 14:13-21. This has led many “scholars” to argue that 

Matthew 15:29-38 is simply a retelling of the other occasions with a new focus – 

or they are “couplets.” While these accounts do have some details in common – I 

assure you these are not simply repetitions of what Jesus had done earlier – this is 

all new material, in an all new place – the Decapolis (Gentile territory). Hear me – 

though Jesus has never before gone into Gentile territory for an extended period 

of time – he did travel into Gentile territory one time in Matthew before here. It 

was way back in: 

Screen 6 

Screen 7 



3 
 

Matthew 8:28-34   28 And when he came to the other side, to the country 

of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the 

tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. 29 And behold, they cried 

out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to 

torment us before the time?” 30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at 

some distance from them. 31 And the demons begged him, saying, “If you 

cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs.” 32 And he said to them, 

“Go.” So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd 

rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the waters. 33 

The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially 

what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 And behold, all the 

city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to 

leave their region. 

The town where the demoniacs were healed was also in the Decapolis (how 

effective their preaching/witnessing must have been for Jesus to be kicked out of 

the place earlier and now to be welcomed). This is (like) the Gentile Sermon on 

the Mount. The Gentile mass healings – the Gentile mass feeding. 

Matthew 15:30    And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, 

the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, 

and he healed them, 

All new people/all unclean people = all Gentile people (overwhelmingly, Gentile 

people). Just as Jesus had done for the Jew/first, now he does for the Gentile. 

(David Guzik)  
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“crippled” – in Matthew 18:18 the term means “mutilateed.” Grotius argues for 

this sense an infers that among Christ’s works of healing were the restoration of 

lost limbs (Bruce). (Kids will love this!) 

Matthew 18:18   Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loose in 

heaven. 

 Matthew 15:31     so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute 

speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they 

glorified the God of Israel. 

 “the crowd wondered” – the Gentiles marveled just as the Jews had at the 

Sermon on the Mount (with brand new eyes) at Jesus’ healing and preaching. 

“and they glorified the God of Israel” – not their pagan deities – but YHWH. 

Matthew 15:32     Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have 

compassion on the crowd because they have been with me now three days and 

have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint 

on the way.” 

These people were absolutely mesmerized by Jesus’ teaching/preaching – so 

much so that they went three days without eating anything. Whatever rations the 

people had must have been gone for at least two and a half days. Jesus speaks 

here, much like he does at the feeding of the 5,000. “Couplet” statement earlier 

similarities: 

1. Both feedings take place in a remote area. 
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2. Bread and fish appear in both. 

3. Jesus gives thanks and breaks the bread. 

4. Both portray the disciples distributing food. 

5. Both end with a boat trip. 

However, there are many distinctions between these two accounts as well. (We 

will discuss as we get to the differences in the verses). 

Alfred Ederscheim teaches that Jesus had three distinctive stages of ministry and 

he ended each stage by setting a meal before his people. First, there was the 

feeding of the 5,000; that came at the end of his ministry in Galilee, for Jesus was 

never to teach and preach in Galilee again. Second, there was the feeding of the 

4,000. This came at the end of his (brief) ministry to the Gentiles, beyond the 

bounds of Israel – first in the districts of Tyre and Sidon and then in Decapolis. 

Third, and last, there was the Last Supper in Jerusalem, where Jesus came to the 

final stage of the days of his flesh. 

 Matthew 15:33   And the disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough 

bread in such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?” 

Now, given that Jesus had told the disciples to feed the 5,000 in Chapter 14 and 

he has consistently passed on his miracle working authority to the twelve 

(including Peter walking on the water), verse 32 implies that the disciples should 

miraculously feed the people but they are not convinced they can do it.  OR  OR 

OR  Maybe they quietly, reluctantly did not want Jesus to do for the Gentiles what 

he had done for the Jews.  
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Matthew 15:34    And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?”     

They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 

Already we have discussed that this miracle is in a different location (Gentile 

Decapolis) and now we see we have a different amount of food. In the feeding of 

the 5,000 there are five loaves and two fish (Matthew 14:17), but here we have 

seven loaves and a few small fish. 

Matthew 15:35    And directing the crowd to sit down on the ground, 

 “on the ground”-  here it says; “on the grass” (Matthew 14:19). Hear me, hear 

me – because there is no grass mentioned here, we know that this was at a 

different season than the feeding of the 5,000. Grass came up in the Spring, but 

there’s no grass here – it just ain’t – so here, the feeding of the 4,000 has to take 

place in the Fall – six months later (Barclay, p. 126). Jesus spent at least six 

months out of three to three and a half years of public ministry in this Gentile 

territory, first, the regions of Tyre an Sidon, and then Decapolis. 

Matthew 15:36     he took the seven loaves and the fish, and having given thanks 

he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

crowds. 

He blesses the father, just as in the feeding of the 5,000, and gives the multiplied 

food to the disciples to distribute. Here, Jesus is offering to the whole world 

exactly what he offered first to Israel. 

Matthew 15:37     And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven 

baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 
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“satisfied” - the same word as used to describe a fattened calf in the Greek 

(Trapp). 

“seven baskets full” – the baskets mentioned here were different in number and 

than what the Jews used. The Jews used small baskets – what we would call a 

lunch box today (they always had to have kosher food whenever they traveled) 

but these baskets were large – they were used by Gentiles for food. In the feeding 

of the 5,000, it was twelve baskets full leftover – here it is seven. The literal 

twelve pointed toward the twelve tribes of Israel. Here, the literal seven points 

toward completeness. The fullness of the people of God are now touched by 

Jesus’ power. In other words, salvation is not to the Jew only – it is to the Jew first 

– but also includes Gentiles. 

Matthew 15:38   Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and 

children. 

4,000 – men (plus 4,000 women plus 16,000 children, if four children per family) = 

24,000 people, easily. 

Matthew 15:39   And after sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and 

went to the region of Magadan. 

“Magadan” – a variant spelling of Magdala (on the north side of Lake Galilee) 

mostly Jewish area. 

Just as last week, Jesus declared all foods clean (Matthew 15:10-20), today, Jesus 

is declaring all people clean. The caveat is all people who come to him for healing 

both physically and spiritually. Though it is not explicitly stated in these verses, 

like it is in Acts 10, Jesus declares all foods and all people clean that come to him. 
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Just as Jesus made the crowds of Gentiles here in the Decapolis clean, he will do 

the same for all people today who come to him. 

1 John 1:7    But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 

from all sin. 

In closing, who wrote this account we discussed today? (Last week – all the way 

back to Christmas) – Matthew, a former/reformed tax collector. Because he was a 

sell out/traitor to his own people, the Jews, based on the fact that he pilfered (or 

robbed) the entire city of Capernaum before meeting Jesus   COUPLED  with the 

fact that he had regular contact with Gentiles (the Romans he had to take the 

taxes to) he was sorely (doubly) unclean and never would have been allowed to 

enter and worship God at the temple in Jerusalem (beyond the Court of the 

Gentiles, which was outside the Temple proper compound). Jesus Messiah 

changed all of this. After Jesus redeemed and called Matthew as a disciple, 

Matthew threw Jesus a great banquet to introduce all his fellow tax collectors     

to him (Matthew 9:9-12). Meals then, even more so than today, were big deals. 

“Jesus always left men with strength for the way; always he gathered men to   

him to feed them with the living bread. Always he gave them himself before he 

moved on. And still he comes to us offering us also the bread which will satisfy 

the immortal hunger of the human soul, and in the strength of which we shall be 

able to go all the days of our life” (Barclay, p. 128). 

PRAYER AND INVITATION 
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