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“The Remarkable Mountain” 
Matthew 17:1-20 
August 25, 2019 

 

Last week, we spoke of the “Remarkable Rock”- today we celebrate 172 years of 

the “Remarkable Rockdale.” (Read from history book here.) 

PRAY over both campuses – recognizing the two as one in Christ for the kingdom 

of Heaven. “Lord, please continue to increase our territory as your Church in both 

Social Circle and Conyers. May we truly accomplish our Mission for your glory. In 

Christ’s name. Amen!” (Read the mission statement together.) 

If you have your Bibles will you please turn to Matthew 17:1-20. We’re moving 

from the Remarkable Rock to the Remarkable Rockdale to the Remarkable 

Mountain. As we begin, I personally believe that God put us (both campuses) in 

this area, on this side of Stone (rock) Mountain, to penetrate the lostness of our 

communities.  Biblically speaking, amazing things happen on mountains. 

Matthew 16:28    “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who 

will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

The way to interpret this verse is to attach it to the very next verses/account. 

Jesus has already spoken directly about death in verses 24-27, so it makes perfect 

sense to me he would mention death here as he transitions to his next miracle. 

  Matthew 17:1   And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and   

John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 

“after six days” – here, once again, Jesus is shown to be the prophet like Moses: 
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Deuteronomy 18:15   “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet 

like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen” 

And like Moses had many amazing experiences on mountaintops: 

• see the burning bush in Exodus 3  

• water from a rock at Mt. Horeb in Exodus 17 

• fighting the Amelakites while Moses stood on “the top of the hill” with his 

arms up in Exodus 17 

• Moses had an encounter in Exodus 24:16 when “The glory of the Lord 

dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days.” 

Jesus has already had other great mountain top experiences in Matthew as well: 

• Sermon on the Mount in Chapters 5 – 7 

• The all-night prayer session on the mount in Chapter 14 before walking on 

the water/Sea of Galilee. 

“Peter, James and John” – these three have already been with him at the 

Resurrection of Jairus’ daughter (Matthew 9), so we know something unique is 

getting ready to happen: 

• Peter – the rock – the leader of the church and the apostles 

• James – the apostle who would be martyred first 

• John – the apostle who would minister the longest of the eleven 

 “a high mountain” – while it never states the name of this high mountain, Mt. 

Tabor is the traditional site of the Transfiguration but it’s only 1,900 feet – not 

very high and a town was on the top of the mountain in the first century.            
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Mt. Hermon is a possibility, but it may be too rugged and high at 9,200 feet. Mt. 

Meron (3,926 ft.) is the highest mountain completely within Israel and on the way 

from Caesarea Philippi to Capernaum.  So perhaps this is the best location for this 

mountain. 

Matthew 17:2     And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like  

the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 

“transfigured” – Greek metamorphoo.  – “a metamorphosis”; “to transform” (go 

slowly here) “His face shown like the sun, and his clothes became white as light” 

Moses’ face shown because it reflected something of God’s glory (Exodus 34:29-

30) but Jesus is transfigured . . . he changed! These three get a glimpse here of 

Jesus’ preincarnate glory and anticipate his coming exaltation. They literally see 

him for who He really is “thy kingdom has come!” This was a temporary cessation 

of an ongoing miracle. The real miracle was that Jesus most of the time, could 

keep from displaying his glory. “It is forever his glory that he concealed his glory.” 

Spurgeon 

Matthew 17:3    And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 

with him. 

These three (Peter, James and John) see the three (Moses and Elijah and 

transfigured Jesus.) In Matthew, Moses is mentioned first (Matthew has the 

greatest emphasis on the Old Testament – more Old Testament quotations than 

all three other Gospels combined.) Both Moses (1400’s BC) and Elijah (900 BC) 

lived through two major periods of Old Testament miracles. They were the “twin 

peaks” of Judaism – think about this. Right here though, first century AD they are 

still alive – Hallelujah! Life beyond the grave is real! Moses represents those who 
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die and go to glory. Elijah represents those who are caught up to heaven without 

death (as in the rapture described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). “Saints long 

departed still alive; live in their personality; are known by their names; and enjoy 

near access to Christ.” (Spurgeon) How did Peter, James and John know it was 

Moses and Elijah? By the way they talked – “talking with him.” I think Jesus called 

Moses and Elijah by their names in this conversation. We will have the sweetest 

fellowship with Jesus in Heaven – prayer is the closest we can get today. 

Matthew 17:4     And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you 

wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for 

Elijah.” 

Moses, of course, represents the Law. Elijah represents the prophets. Both lived 

at pivotal times/times of transition for the children of Israel. Both of those men 

experienced a vision of God’s glory – Moses at Sinai (Exodus 31:18); Elijah at 

Horeb (1 Kings 19:1-9). 

 “tents” – these were like the ones the Jews built to celebrate the Feast of 

Tabernacles, when the children of Israel were in the wilderness (Leviticus 23:42-

43). Jesus is named first, so he does seem to be given a little more precedence 

than the other two.   BUT   what Peter is offering here compromised Jesus’ 

uniqueness. 

Matthew 17:5    He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 

them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased; listen to him.” 

While Peter is still speaking, someone interrupts – THE FATHER! 
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“bright cloud overshadowed them” – similar to the one that overshadowed 

Moses on Sinai (Exodus 34:29-35)  

“this is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased”  – exactly what the Father 

says in Matthew 3:17. 

“Just as the Father publicly endorsed Jesus as the royal Messiah and Suffering 

Servant prior to the beginning of the main stage of his ministry, now at the 

beginning of the road to the cross he repeats his endorsement.” (Blomberg, p. 

264). With the additional saying - “listen to him” – Jesus must be followed and 

obeyed even as he heads off to the cross! Who’s supposed to listen to Jesus? 

Peter, James, John AND Moses and Elijah, too! Moses and Elijah assume 

supporting roles where Jesus is concerned. Peter, the rock keeps making these 

mountainous exclamations: 

1. “Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God” (16:16); 

2. Then he speaks for Satan himself in 16:22, and; 

3. He now compromises Jesus’ uniqueness and the Father has to shut him up 

– set him straight. 

FOCUS ON JESUS ALONE! >Jesus is above the Law and the Prophets.< The 

obliterated the hero-worship people had toward Moses and Elijah! 

Matthew 17:6      When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were 

terrified. 

The visible glory of Deity brings terror! 
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Matthew 17:7    But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no 

fear.” 

“But Jesus . . .” – came and touched them saying, (resurrection tones) “Rise and 

have no fear.” 

Matthew 17:8    And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus 

only. 

The one – the only – Jesus! 

Matthew 17:9   And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded 

them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 

“coming down the mountain” – back to the dark and fallen “real world”  

“tell no one”-  this is the fifth and last command for the disciples to be silent. Why 

tell no one? Because this would have stirred up the Jewish people to force 

another political rebellion which would have been utterly disastrous. (No less 

then 200,000 Jews had been killed in futile rebellions in less than 100 years before 

Christ. (Barclay, p. 165) 

Matthew 17:10    And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that 

first Elijah must come?” 

“first Elijah must come?”  The First Century Jews not only believed Elijah would 

return to be the forerunner of Messiah (some actually believed Moses would 

accompany Messiah, too), but that he would come in great power, politically (like 

they believed the Messiah would). They had just seen Elijah on the Mountain – 

this is a very appropriate question. 
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Matthew 17:11     He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. 

Just as Malachi 4:5 says, Elijah must come. 

Matthew 17:12     But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not 

recognize him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will 

certainly suffer at their hands.” 

Just as people had mistaken preconceptions of the Messiah coming (mixing his 

first and second comings together), people had mistaken perceptions of 

Messiah’s forerunner coming, too. John and Jesus were treated very similarly. 

Matthew 17:13     Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of 

John the Baptist. 

Now, at the foot/bottom of the mountain there is danger. (In climbing Mt. Everest 

today, the vast majority of deaths occur on the descent.) 

Matthew 17:14     And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, 

kneeling before him, 

The father knows what Jesus looks like and he kneels before him – I like him, 

already. 

Matthew 17:15     said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he has seizures and he 

suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. 

This is interesting that there is no mention of the demon given by the father. The 

overwhelming majority of the world acknowledges that demonic > however it’s 

difficult for North Americans to. 
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“has seizures” – has epilepsy. It is life-threatening. 

Matthew 17:16     And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal 

him.” 

“they could not heal him” – remember, Judas Iscariot is in this group of nine 

(Peter, James and John were the spiritual “heavy weights . . .”). 

Matthew 17:17    And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how 

long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 

“faithless and twisted generation” – sounds a lot like the children of Israel when 

Moses came down from the mountain after receiving the Ten Commandments. 

Matthew 17:18      And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the 

boy was healed instantly. 

“the boy was healed  instantly  ” – literally from that hour; i.e. permanently.” –  

Matthew 17:19     Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could 

we not cast it out?” 

Matthew 17:20      He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to 

you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 

‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for 

you. 

“little faith” – once again, their unbelief has held them back from accomplishing 

all that God had already empowered them to do (Matthew 10:1-4) and what He 

wanted them to do. 
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“grain of a mustard seed” – like the parable of the mustard seed in Matthew 

13:31-32. But here he is speaking of real/true/genuine faith – though tiny, can 

move a mountain. I’m convinced Jesus points to the Mountain of Transfiguration 

when he makes this statement, while standing in its shadow. 

“nothing will be impossible for you”- Does this mean we can just “dream it and  

be it?” NO! It means you and I can do everything God has empowered and willed 

us to do for His glory. (Such as this exorcism the disciples could not do due to lack 

of faith). “Much is not accomplished for the kingdom because we simply do not 

believe God will adequately empower us or else because we undertake various 

activities in our own strength rather than Gods.” (Blomberg, p. 268). Here, Jesus 

tells his disciples that what they need is not giant faith – tiny faith will do – but 

true faith – faith that out of a deep personal trust, expects God to work. 

Through our faith and trust in God over the past 172 years, the Lord has moved 

every mountain that has been set in our way trying to block us from 

accomplishing His will and His mission for Rockdale Baptist Church in Conyers 

(four years also in Social Circle). Why would He stop enabling us now? To glorify 

God by loving him, loving others and laboring so that all might become disciples of 

Christ.” 
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