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“The Remarkable Walk” 
Matthew 14:22-36 

July 21, 2019 
 

Jesus has just successfully and completely fed (I believe) 30,000+ people in the 

countryside of Bethsaida, on the northeast side of Lake Galilee. At the conclusion 

of His second most spectacular miracle (only to te resurrection) the one miracle 

besides the resurrection that shows Him most clearly to be the Messiah, now he: 

Matthew 14:22   Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go 

before Him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 

So here, He immediately makes the disciples get into the boat and go before Him 

to the other side, while He dismissed the crowds . . . Why does Jesus do this? 

John’s gospel, in the parallel to the account, tells us: 

John 6:14-15   14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they 

said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 15 

Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to 

make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

I have and will continue to sparsely include the other Gospels because I want 

Matthew to stand on his own. My purpose is to not do a harmonization of the 

gospels in this sermon series for the year.    BUT   this is a great place to discuss 

why we have four gospels. Why do they at times appear to be so different in how 

and what they say? Everyone say this word with me “culture.” (I’ve never heard a 

seminary professor/pastor/teacher or anyone else answer this question this way . 

. . but I’m a genius – Ha! Ha!). In our culture . . . Western/materialistic culture, a 
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reporter/historian walks into a room where six people are seated around a table 

and they are discussing a subject . . . any subject, say “politics”. Then, our 

Western/materialist journalist/historian says, “six people were sitting at a table in 

a room discussing politics in the United States.” Listen carefully, first century 

journalists/historians might say “I walked into a room and three people were 

discussing Republicans” – “I walked into a room and three people were discussing 

Democrats.” Question – is the first century journalist/historian incorrect? >NO!< 

Dependent on what point the first century Eastern journalist/historian needed to 

make by only talking about the Republicans or only talking about the Democrats is 

what’s most important. This is the reason why one Gospel discusses something 

like Matthew discusses today and leaves out what our Western/materialist 

mindset craves exact other details . . . hear me . . . that the first century Eastern 

mindset did not! This is the reason we have four Gospels written by four           

different men under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. God understands culture. 

He created it. Therefore, if when you put all four Gospels together, you get the 

minutiae (details) that our Western materialist minds crave. It is a cultural 

difference in mindset and reporting accounts. John tells us the people were about 

to come and “take Him by force to make Him king” coupled with Matthew’s detail 

of: 

Matthew 14:23     And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on the 

mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, 

Jesus dismisses the crowd so He can go up on the “mountain” (again, like the new 

Moses He is) and pray. One ought to not pray just during times of crisis (Luke 

presents Jesus as regularly in prayer - Luke 5:16; 9:18; 9:28-29; 11:1), but prayer 
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is particularly crucial after great victories as well – such as the feeding of the 

5,000 plus and women and children (second greatest miracle). After times of 

great spiritual victories, we can be very vulnerable if we let our prayer lives slip. In 

Matthew, Jesus is presented at prayer only here and in Gethsemane (Matthew 

26:36-46) (two times total). Both times have to do with his kingship – the kind of 

king/Messiah he had come to be [His cross was ultimately to be His throne]. 

“when evening came He was there alone” – a great emphasis is given to His 

aloneness here. Great emphasis is given to his aloneness here. It was just Him and 

the Father together for a long time as we shall see in a moment. 

Matthew 14:24     but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten 

by the waves, for the wind was against them. 

 “long way from the land” – literally, this is many stadia, which was approximately 

607 feet (about two football fields). For the Western materialists, to be more 

exact John says 25-30 stadia (6:19) or between 4-5 miles. 

“beaten by the waves” – “beaten” in King James Version is “buffeted” or more 

literally “tormented,” a word that elsewhere can refer to demonic hostility 

against people. 

Matthew 8:6   “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering 

terribly.” 

Matthew 8:23-27 speaks of a previous storm that Jesus calms with a “rebuke.” So 

we have here, once again, a demonic storm. 
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Matthew 14:25   And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking 

on the sea. 

“and in the fourth watch of the night” – The Romans divided their night watch 

into four time periods:   

first was 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM  

second was 9:00 PM - 12:00 AM 

third was 12:00 AM - 3:00 AM 

fourth was 3:00 AM - 6:00 AM  

Jesus has been up a mountain all by Himself (just He and His Father), praying a 

one time. Let’s say Jesus fed the enormous crowd at about 6:00 PM (“the day is 

over” vs. 15) then they tried to force Him to become king so He sends away His 

disciples (who could have been inciting the crowd to do this), then He sends sway 

the crowd and it is 9:00 PM or 10:00 PM. This means Jesus is up on the mountain 

praying for a minimum of five hours straight – maybe six. The disciples are four – 

five miles into fighting a storm on Lake Galilee. They have been struggling in a 

demonic storm for five to six hours that Jesus had ordered them into. Lake Galilee 

is 13 miles north to south and seven miles east to west. They should have been 

able to go four to five miles in about an hour (probably a little less than that). 

Some of these were professional fishermen who had fished that lake their entire 

lives. They knew the lake well. They knew how to get from one point to another. 

Sometimes Jesus orders us into demonic storms - - not storms we bring on 

ourselves because of some sin or sins, but ones we encounter when we are dead 

center in the middle of His will. There is always a higher purpose to these storms. 

Jesus is on His way, beloved, if you are in such a storm right now. 
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“Walking on the Sea” – man, what style! He’s not running. Jesus never runs in the 

gospels and He is always right on time. 

Matthew 14:26   But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 

terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 

“ghost” – phantasma refers to a specter of an apparition from the realm of the 

dead as in the episode of Saul, Samuel, and the witch of Endor in 1 Samuel 28:3-

25     

This is used only here and in Mark 6:49 in the entire New Testament. These men 

have been tormented (vs. 24) and terrified all night long. 

Matthew 14:27    But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it     

is I. Do not be afraid.” 

 “But immediately” – Jesus speaks/acts promptly when He shows up. 

“take heart” – same verb translated in: 

Matthew 9:2    And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying 

on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take 

heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 

Matthew 9:22    Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, 

daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly[a] the woman was 

made well. 

“If it is a result of obedience to Christ’s command that the church or the individual 

Christian is in a situation of danger or in distress, then there is no need for fear” 

(Cranfield, p. 228). 
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“It is I.” – reads more literally “I AM.” This is not bad grammar but a conscious 

echo of the divine name of YAHWEH, as in Exodus 3:14 (Once again, Jesus is 

presented as the new Moses). This is Jesus’ clearest self-revelation of His divinity 

to date (in Matthew). 

*Memorize this saying of Jesus: “Take heart – I AM – Do not be afraid.” * 

Matthew knew this lake – the Sea of Galilee – well. He had sat in a toll booth at 

the north side of Galilee for years, I am sure. 

I guarantee you he had never seen anyone strolling across it before. Verses 28-32 

are completely unique to Matthew → I’m so glad he included this account in his 

gospel. This is the first of five key texts in chapters 14-18 in which Matthew 

inserts references to Peter not found in any other gospel (15:15; 16:17-19; 17:24-

27; 18:21). 

Matthew 14:28    And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to 

come to you on the water.” 

 “if it is you” – better reads “since it is you.” His is a bold request and we need to 

remember that Jesus has already empowered the disciples to do what He has 

been doing (Matthew 10:1). The motive for Peter’s request is never stated. 

Matthew 14:29     He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on 

the water and came to Jesus.  

Peter makes it all the way to Jesus. I don’t know exactly how far that was but if I 

ever take one step onto water and don’t go under everyone in the world is going 

to know about it! 
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Matthew 14:30     But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to   

sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 

“when he saw the wind” – he started to look at the storm instead of continuing to 

focus on Jesus and he   began   to sink. I don’t understand how he didn’t 

immediately go under (I really do). 

 “he cried out, ‘Lord, save me.’” 

Matthew 14:31     Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, 

saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

The reason he didn’t immediately go under the water, even after he took his eyes 

off Jesus and began to focus on the storm, is because he made it to Jesus before 

he began to sink. “What a sight! Jesus and Peter, hand in hand, walking upon the 

sea!” (Spurgeon). 

“oh you of little faith . . .” – “It was not the violence of the winds, nor the raging of 

the waves, which endangered his life, but his littleness of faith” (Clarke). There is 

only one word in the original for the phrase. The Lord Jesus virtually addresses 

Peter by the name “Little faith,” in one word (come back to this – “faith of a grain 

of mustard seed” – Matthew.) 

The word “doubt” – suggest the idea of trying to go in two different directions at 

once on of sewing two different masters simultaneously. However, “little faith” is 

very powerful. Matthew 17:20 teaches us that if we have “little faith” we can 

move mountains. Here, “little faith” is true faith. “Little faith” will obey the word 

of Jesus. “Little faith” will come to Jesus. “Little faith” will accomplish great things 
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for a time (it enables Peter to walk on water). “Little faith” will pray when it is in 

trouble. “Little faith” is safe, because Jesus is near. 

Ultimately, we should have faith and not doubt, through in reality, followers of 

Jesus regularly experience a combination of faith and doubt. 

Matthew 14:32     And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 

Jesus and Peter both get back into the boat. 

Matthew 14:33     And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the 

Son of God.” 

The confession and worship of the disciples is the climax of the account. This 

word that is translated for worship is the most translated word in the New 

Testament. (It literally means like a dog licks its master’s hand/fee.t) This is the 

very first time in Matthew when Jesus is addressed as “the Son of God.” 

Matthew 14:34     And when they had crossed over, they came to land at 

Gennesaret. 

“Gennesaret” Josephus War III, 516-21 (x8) 

Matthew 14:35     And when the men of that place recognized him, they sent 

around to all that region and brought to him all who were sick. 

Matthew 14:36     and implored him that they might only touch the fringe of his 

garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 
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Just like the woman with the 12-year issue of blood, from Matthew 9:20-22 and 

the disciple too they believed Jesus was Messiah and could heal them and He did 

– completely = “made well.” 

Jesus never runs away from the crowd - but always inserts himself right in the 

middle of all who seek him. 

After clearly showing himself to be he Messiah by feeding the enormous crowds 

of 5,000 men plus women and children (verses 13-21). He here walks on the 

water, further proving that He is God in the flesh. The Old Testament teaches that 

only God can do such things in:  

Job 9:8    who alone stretched out the heavens and trampled the waves of 

the sea; 

Psalm 77:19   Your way was through the sea, your path through the great  

waters; yet your footprints were unseen. 

Truly He is the Son of God. 

Now I’m going to ask you to take a remarkable walk/stroll today - - down the isle 

of Jesus Christ for salvation, rededication, church membership or prayer at the 

altar. 

PRAYER AND INVITATION 
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