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“The Remarkable Feast” 
Matthew 14:13-21 

July 14, 2019 
 

Today, we are discussing the most famous miracle (prior to the resurrection) of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. How can we say such a thing? Because it is the only miracle 

from Jesus recorded in all four Gospels. (Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 

9:10-17; John 6:1-14).  

(ALL FROM MATTHEW) 

You mean the cleansing of the leper is not in all four Gospels? No. 

You mean the healing of the centurion’s servant is not in all four Gospels? No. 

You mean the calming of the storm on Lake Galilee is not in all four Gospels? No. 

You mean the healing of the two men with demons (Gadarenes) is not in all four 
Gospels? No. 

You mean the healing of the paralytic is not in all four Gospels? No. 

You mean the raising of Jairus’ daughter from the dead is not in all four Gospels? 
No. 

You mean the healing of the woman with the issue of blood (12 years) is not in all 
four Gospels? No. 

You mean the healing of the two blind men is not in all four Gospels? No. 

You mean the healing of the man unable to speak because of demons is not in all 
four Gospels? No. 

You mean the healing of the man with a withered hand on the Sabbath is not in 
all four Gospels? No. 

You mean the Jesus walking on the water (next week) is not in all four Gospels? 
No. 
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This is the single most important miracle Jesus ever performed (prior to the 

resurrection) and it does involve food (good for Baptist . . .). It is a 

remarkable/supernatural banquet/feast! Last time we discussed events from 

Herod Antipas’ birthday feast/banquet. (Maybe share a little about the delicious 

food the Moss’ had on vacation, if time permits.) 

PRAY 

Matthew 14:13   Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat  

to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him 

on foot from the towns. 

 “heard this” – heard what? Verse 12 ends with “and they went and told Jesus” – 

about the death of John the Baptist. Some see in this Jesus going away from the 

crowds to mourn. Others see in this cowardice (not true at all), others see in this 

that Jesus was tired and needed some rest and relaxation, others see this as Jesus 

escaping from the crowds to “lay low” because of Antipas’ violence toward John – 

perhaps Jesus would be next and it was not Jesus’ time to be crucified, yet. [Jesus, 

in Matthew, has just been and is still under religious (Pharisee), political (Antipas) 

and spiritual (demons) attack.] Perhaps it is a combination of all of these, minus 

the cowardice one (Jesus is the lion of the tribe of Judah – lions don’t back down. 

They can run 50 miles per hour – humans 27.79 miles per hour max. “If you run, 

you’ll only die tired.” Do not run and do not turn your back to the lion. 

Smithsonianmag.com) 
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“desolate place by himself” – Galilee was a place where it was very difficult to be 

alone. It was only 50 miles from north to south and 25 miles from east to west. 

Josephus says in his time, just a few years after Jesus, there were 204 towns and 

villages, none with a population of less than 15,000 people. But it was quiet on 

the other side (East) of the lake. He would have headed toward Bethsaida (some 

say northwest Galilee). (I think this area is just outside of Herod Antipas’ region of 

rule (check this- verified by OSP). Jesus went by boat, but the people followed 

him on foot. 

Matthew 14:14     When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had 

compassion on them and healed their sick. 

When Jesus went ashore and saw a great crowd, (He’s exhausted) they got on his 

nerves so bad that he had the disciples send them away . . . he turned around and 

got back into the boat and said “keep rowing until we can get away from the 

crowd/people, I need some rest . . .” No, not at all. It says “he had compassion on 

them”. This is a gut-wrenching compassion only ascribed to Jesus in the New 

Testament. The needs of the people moved him physically and emotionally and – 

“he healed their sick”. He would not send them away, the way they came to him, 

no matter how tired he was (and the disciples were exhausted, too). 

Application: We must never be too busy for people, we must never seem to find 

them a trouble and a nuisance. (E.g. my previous obsession over my personal 

schedule – hour by hour). 

Jesus meant it (and still means it) when he said “come unto me, all ye who are 

weary and heavy laden (burdened) and I will give you rest” even if it means he 

doesn’t get to rest. We have to admire these people who were so diligent and 
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devoted that they were willing to travel on foot for miles – how far is Bethsaida 

from Capernaum? 58 miles. To get to Jesus in a day and age when so many 

people won’t even walk across the street to get to His church/His bride today. He 

met every physical and spiritual need of everyone who came to him – all day long. 

Matthew 14:15     Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, 

“This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go 

into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 

 “Now when it was evening” – he was exhausted before healing people. Can you 

imagine how tired he must have been by the time the sun was setting? God 

sometimes does His greatest work when we are at our tiredest (yes, it is a real 

word – I looked it up).The disciples here want Jesus to send the crowds to one of 

the unwalled hamlets/villages to get food “for themselves”. This is not an 

unreasonable request – it’s vey practical but Jesus had bigger things in store for 

everybody. (No one is going to die if he doesn’t feed them. There is a need but 

this is no emergency.) 

Matthew 14:16   But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them 

something to eat.” 

“you” – is emphatic here. Maybe Jesus points at the disciples when they 

propose this solution. Here we see that both Jesus and the disciples are 

aware that there is a need.  

“The people are hungry, and the empty religionist offers them some 

ceremony or empty words that can never satisfy.  
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The people are hungry, and the atheists and skeptics try to convince them 

that they aren’t hungry at all.  

The people are hungry, and the religious showman gives them video and 

special lighting and cutting edge music.  

The people are hungry, and the entertainer gives them loud, fast action so 

loud and so fast they don’t have a moment to think.  

The people are hungry, who will give them the bread of life? 

Answer: Jesus. Spurgeon preached a famous sermon on the passage “They 

Do Not Need To Go Away.” If there was no need for the mostly casual 

hearers of Jesus to depart, there is even less reason for the followers of 

Jesus to go away from continual communion and fellowship with Jesus. 

Circumstances don’t need to make you go away. You don’t have things so 

hard or so easy that you don’t need Jesus (Guzik) 

Matthew 14:17   They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 

“five loaves and two fish” – the standard Jewish bread provided a meal for three 

people. So in essence, we have enough food here to feed 15 people – maybe 20 if 

the fish were large.  

Matthew 14:18   And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 

 “bring them to me” – little is indeed much when God is in it – in the hands of 

Jesus. Hear me – Jesus does not require more from you than you have . . . but he 

does require all you have ( Billy Moss). If we will trust all that we have to His 

hands, He will multiply it miraculously/supernaturally/remarkably and use us in 
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ways we cannot even imagine. “In regard to miracles, we must never be content 

to regard them as something which happened; we must always regard them as 

something which happens. They are demonstrations of the always and forever 

operative power of Jesus Christ” (Barclay, p. 102). 

Matthew 14:19    Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and  

taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a 

blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the 

disciples gave them to the crowds. 

 “he ordered the crowds” – the King James Version says “commanded” – Jesus 

takes total control of the situation. The people could have eaten while standing 

up, but the idea was that there was a bit of a banquet/feast-like atmosphere of 

enjoyment (Guzik). “What a feast this was! Christ for the master of the feast; 

apostles for butlers; thousands for numbers; and miracles for supplies.” 

(Spurgeon). 

“grass” – denotes springtime. 

“said a blessing” – Literally, he blessed God. The traditional Jewish blessing of   

the time was “Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who brings 

forth bread from the earth.” This was the responsibility of the head of the 

household to say the blessing before any meal. 

“Then he broke the loaves and gave them   to the disciples,   and the disciples 

gave them to the crowds” – No one saw this miracle happen/occur immediately. 

God can provide out of resources that we cannot see or perceive in any way. But 

the disciples know exactly what Jesus was doing (this makes this miracle similar to 
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Jesus’ very first miracle in John 2:1-12, when Jesus turned the water into wine at 

the wedding at Cana of Galilee) but the crowd did not know it immediately – 

though they soon would. I love how Jesus used Peter, James, John, Andrew, 

Philip, Matthew, Barthlomew, James (the Less), Simon (the zealot), Thomas, 

Thaddaus and Judas Iscariot to feed this enormous crowd – 5,000 men plus 

women and children = 15,000-20,000 total people. That must have taken a long 

time for twelve guys to feed that enormous crowd. Jesus did not have to use 

them, he chose to include them in this miraculous/remarkable feast. 

Matthew 14:20     And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve 

baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 

“they all ate and were   satisfied”   - God is so generous with us – they were not 

only “filled,” they were “satisfied.” Only God can truly satisfy you – your mind, 

body and soul. 

“twelve baskets full of broken pieces left over – With God, there is always more 

than enough. He is “the God who is more than enough.” Exodus 36:5(?) Twelve 

baskets and twelve apostles. The apostles wasted nothing. 

Matthew 14:21   And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 

women and children. 

15-20,000 total people. How do we interpret this “most famous miracle,” “The 

Remarkable Feast” of Jesus/“The Feeding of the 5,000” – 15,000-20,000 . . .? 

1. First, Jesus’ miracle reminds of 2 Kings 4:42-44 where Elisha multiplied 20 

barley loaves and fed 100 men, even having some left over.  
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2. Elisha succeeded Elijah – who John the Baptist was a “kind of” (Matthew 

17:10-13) [Herod Antipas believed Jesus was John the Baptist resurrected – 

sermon from last week] 

3. The miraculous feeding of the 5,000 in the wilderness evokes the image of 

the manna given to Israel in the wilderness (Exodus 12). (Matthew has a 

major theme of Jesus being the new Moses). This imagery of Jesus as the 

new Moses fits the larger hope of the New Exodus. Jesus is coming (again) 

to regather the twelve tribes of Israel. 

4. The hope of the New Exodus was often linked with the imagery of an 

eschatological banquet. 

5. Jesus’ constant practice of table fellowship also remind us David, who was 

known to extend covenant bonds through meals (2 Samuel 7:9-13 – 

Mephibosheth). 

Ezekiel 34:23-25   23 And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant 

David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.   

24 And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 

among them. I am the Lord; I have spoken. 

25 “I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild beasts from 

the land, so that they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the 

woods. 

These verses speak of the coming Davidic Messiah.  

6. This miracle points us forward to the Last Supper. (The ancient church saw 

hints of the Eucharist/Lord’s Supper/Communion in how Matthew presents 
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his material. It is true there are striking parallels between Matthew 14:13-

21 and Matthew 26:20-29.) 

The Last Supper is also a picture of the great Messianic banquet – the Marriage 

Supper of the Lamb. (Mike Barber, Fuller Seminary) 

This one miracle above and beyond the rest of Jesus’ miracles before the 

resurrection, most clearly shows just exactly who Jesus is – the Messiah. This is 

why it is the only one told in all four Gospels. 

For your Personal Bible Study time: 

Passages on the “Remarkable Feast” – “The Messianic Banquet” – “The Marriage 

Supper of the Lamb” 

Isaiah 25:6 Psalm 107:9 Revelation 19:7-9 

Luke 14:15 Isaiah 58:11 Mathew 25:1-10 

Psalm 23:5 Ezekiel 34:14 Luke 14:16 

Job 36:16 John 7:37-38 Revelation 21:2 

Isaiah 1:19 Revelation 7:16-17 Matthew 22:3-6 

Isaiah 55:1-2 Revelation 3:20 Luke 14:16-20 

Joel 2:24-26 Exodus 24:11 Matthew 8:11-12 

Psalm 63:5 Matthew 22:2  

 

[Emphasize application as I go through this sermon.] 

Will you be a part of that remarkable feast? I sure do pray you will. 

PRAYER AND INVITATION 
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