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“A Remarkable Rejection” 
Matthew 13:53 – 14:12 

June 30, 2019 
 

Here begins the last major section of narrative in Matthew’s Gospel before Jesus’ 

journey to the cross. Matthew has been consistently raising the question of Jesus’ 

identity when the crowds marvel at his authority in preaching and healing 

(Chapters 5 – 9). People have taken sides, for and against Jesus, in increasingly 

polarized fashion (Chapters 11 – 13). But those closest to Jesus have not yet given 

an explicit, definitive answer about who they think he is. As Jesus is increasingly 

opposed by Jewish (religious) leaders, so his own disciples become increasingly 

important. Today, we have the people’s rejection of Jesus and a ruler’s rejection 

of John, both based on mistaken assessments of who Jesus is. 

Matthew 13:53    And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away  

from there, 

Jesus concludes teaching the parables (seven total) of Chapter 13 and leaves the 

city – presumable, Capernaum. 

Matthew 13:54   and coming to his hometown he taught them in their  

synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this 

wisdom and these mighty works?” 

Here, Jesus returns to Nazareth, which is about 30 miles away. Jesus also left 

Nazareth after the arrest of John the Baptist in:  

Matthew 4:13   And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by 

the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
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. . . and moved to Capernaum. 

“He taught them in their synagogue” – “the village’s most famous son” has 

returned to the very place in which he had worshiped as a boy and as a young 

man before embarking on his ministry. Although no mention is made of his 

emotions, this must have been a particularly momentous occasion for him. E.g. 

preaching at Corner Baptist Church, (23-24 years old at the time), where I was 

saved and baptized as a ten-year-old (attended this from 8 – 16). Jesus must have 

worshiped at the synagogue in Nazareth for at least 25+ years. Jesus could have 

been Bar Mitzvahed there (though many believe his Bar Mitzvah was actually at 

the Temple in Jerusalem in Luke 2:41-47 when he was twelve years old.) 

“they were astonished” – or “amazed” (NIV) – just as so many others had reacted 

to Jesus in and around Caparnaum (see Matthew 7:28 at the end of the Sermon 

on the Mount.) This word is defined as “to be exceedingly struck in mind;” “to be 

struck with sudden and startling alarm;” “to terrify;” “to tremble; 

“(predominantly physical); “to agitate with fear” (Strong’s Exhaustive 

Concordance,” p. 82). Jesus’ preaching/teaching had both a mental and physical 

effect on people who heard him. [Powerful] 

[1] “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works?” Each question 

in effect says, “We know Jesus well.” (But do they really?) This is the first of six 

questions about Jesus – this one and the last one are strikingly similar. His 

“wisdom” and “mighty works” – they, obviously, had heard about Jesus’ 

preaching and miracles he had been performing elsewhere (but not in Nazareth 

yet.) 
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Matthew 13:55    “ Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called    

Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?” 

[2] “carpenter’s son?” – A carpenter worked in wood, stone, and some say   

metal, as well. Justin Martyr (AD 150) says that Jesus was a maker of yokes and 

plows. “The” suggests there was only one carpenter and carpenter’s shop in 

town. Only here are we told that Jesus was a carpenter’s son (the building of the 

universe comes as a builder – IRONY). We assume Joseph had died by this time, 

but we don’t really know here. 

[3] “mother called Mary?” – literally Miriam – She is mentioned (by name) in 

Matthew only in 1:16-20; 2:11. 

[4] “his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas” – None of these four 

yet support him or his ministry (this will change later especially for James and 

Jude – see books of the New Testament.) 

Matthew 13:56     “And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man  

get all these things?” 

[5] “are not all his sisters with us?” – no names are given, but at least two sisters. 

*Does Jesus have ancestor alive today? Of course – from his half brothers and 

sisters.* (Not because he was married to Mary Magdalene.) 

[6] “Where then did this man get all these things?” – very close to question #1. 

“this man” – that they know so well from childhood for some of those synagogue 

goers that day. >Sometimes people today look at the people all around Jesus and 

come to the same conclusion – “he’s completely ordinary!” 
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Matthew 13:57   And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A  

prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” 

“they took offense at him” – They did not ask all of those questions with sincerity 

or seek any kind of real answers. They already knew just exactly who Jesus was in 

their minds. (or did they?) >Familiarity breeds contempt.< 

“offense” – means scandalized, which may often carry the sense of “refused to 

believe.” It is sad that every time in the New Testament somebody is 

“scandalized” by someone, that someone is Jesus (“Expositor’s Bible 

Commentary,” p. 336). *Optional – tell the story of Michael Bowman at 

Elevation Restaurant at Kennesaw Air Port.* Because the people of Nazareth 

were familiar with Jesus, they thought him to be ordinary. In their minds, he was 

a young artisan (common laborer) from a rough town, with no special breeding or 

education. These verses also prove that Jesus did not do any miracles as a boy like 

some purport he did. 

“A prophet is not without honor . . .” – This sounds like a popular proverb that 

was already in circulation. Most often a person is better received at home than 

anywhere else; but if he enjoys an elevated position, the reverse is true. 

Matthew 13:58   And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their 

unbelief. 

“he did not do   many  mighty works there” – Mark 6:5 reads “he could do no 

miracle there” (troubling). Evidently, the “could not” in Mark is related to Jesus’ 

mission. Just as Jesus could not turn stones into bread (Matthew 4:1-4) without 

violating his mission, so he could not do miracles indiscriminately without turning 
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his mission into a sideshow. (Jesus, in Mark and Matthew, both sometimes does 

miracles without any faith being present.) Matthew is easier to understand than 

Mark, here. He just does a few miracles in Nazareth instead of the steady 

miracles directly in and around Capernaum. Remarkably, Nazareth rejects Jesus’ 

person and mission.  For it is just this kind of familiarity and set of preconceptions 

that have been responsible for Jewish unbelief in this gospel, and the lack of the 

same may have made the Gentiles more objective in their understanding and 

them more receptive of the good news of the kingdom of heaven. (Hagner, p. 

406) 

Remember, when we began our time together today, we mentioned that the 

whole purpose behind Jesus leaving Nazareth and going to Capernaum for his 

ministry headquarters was because John the Baptist had been put in jail? 

(Matthew 4:13) 

Matthew 14:1   At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, 

“at that time” – links this section to the previous one (only loosely). The 

connection is more topical. The Nazarenes illustrate one false understanding of 

Jesus. A second is that of Herod. 

“Herod the tetrarch” – material from Josephus regarding John the Baptist and 

Herod Antipas (May 19) →  → 

According to Josephus, Herod Antipas had brought John the Baptist to his palace 

in Machaerus in chains and thrown him in prison/the dungeon to thwart any 

threat to political stability (Josephus Antiquities. XVIII, 116-119 [vs. 2]). Herod 

Antipas was the son of Herod the Great (the Herod of Jesus’ birth/slaughter of the 
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innocent, etc.). He was tetrarch (means leadership of four people) not king – 

though commonly called king (Mark 6:14). He asked the Emperor Caligula to give 

him the title king, he said no. His tetrarchy included Galilee and Perea from 4 BC 

to 39AD (map here of tetrarchy of Israel 30 AD). John the Baptist’s ministry was 

in Perea . . . 

John 1:28   These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 

John was baptizing. 

. . . so he was in Herod’s jurishdiction. Herod was debased – he liked to cross-

cress (Luke 13:32). Jesus calls him a female fox) and . . . He had heard of Jesus,  

the miracle-worker from Galilee. 

Matthew 14:2    and he said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist. He has   

been raised from the dead; that is why these miraculous powers are at work in 

him.” 

 “John the Baptist. He has been raised from the dead” – Somewhere between 

Matthew 11:1-19 John’s murder/death occurs. 

“raised from the dead” - Herod believes the Pharisaic understanding of 

resurrection. During his ministry, John performed no miracles. 

John 10:4   When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and 

the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 

YET Herod ascribes Jesus’ miracles in Jesus’ ministry to John risen from the dead is   

Ecclectic   to say the least!  Herod’s guilty conscience apparently combined with a 
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superstitious view of miracles generate this theory.   Also,    Jesus and John were 

cousins on their mom’s side. They may have resembled each other/looked alike . .  

Matthew 14:3    For Herod had seized John and bound him and put him in prison 

for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, 

Herod’s first wife was the daughter of Aretas (2 Corinthians 11:32). Arabian king 

of the Nabateans (Petra), whose land joined Perea on the south. To divorce her 

was politically explosive . . . just a few years after Jesus’ resurrection, fighting 

broke out between the two areas and Herod Antipas was defeated. 

“Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife” – Herodias was first married to Herod Philip. 

Son of Herod the Great and Mariamne II and therefore Antipas’ half brother. 

(Antipas’ mother was Malthace). John did not denounce Antipas for divorcing his 

first wife, Aretas, but for incestuously marrying his half brother’s wife. 

Leviticus 18:16    You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's 

wife; it is your brother's nakedness. 

Leviticus 20:21   If a man takes his brother's wife, it is impurity. He has 

uncovered his brother's nakedness; they shall be childless. 

Matthew 14:4   because John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for you     

to have her.” 

“had been saying” – John repeated his rebuke of this type of behavior. Also, 

Herodias was not only his half brother’s wife, she was also Herod the tetrarch’s 

NIECE, the daughter of his half brother Aristobulus. (Complicated – perverted and 

incestuous relationship!) 
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Matthew 14:5    And though he wanted to put him to death, he feared the people, 

because they held him to be a prophet. 

“he wanted to put him to death . . .” – (Herod holds both anger and admiration 

for John.) Respect, fear, disgust for John, too. He’s wicked, week and vacillating 

back and forth on what to do to shut John up. 

“prophet” – links this passage with Jesus in 13:57. 

Matthew 14:6   But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias 

danced before the company and pleased Herod, 

 “when Herod’s birthday came” – Herodias’ daughter by her former marriage to 

Herod Philip, Salome, who was a girl between the ages of 12-14 “danced” for 

Herod Antipas and his lords. Herod Antipas is 50+ years old at this time 

(minimum). Because of her young age, she cannot speak for herself, yet. (He was 

probably completely intoxicated at the time.) 

Matthew 14:7   so that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she    

might ask. 

This is the boast of a great king/emperor, but in reality he is nothing but a petty 

ruler (Esther 5:3, 6; 7:2) 

Matthew 14:8    Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of John the 

Baptist here on a platter.” 

Herodias literally demands John’s head on a platter. “Kill him Antipas or he will 

never shut up!” This probably sobers up Antipas for a little while. 
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Matthew 14:9    And the king was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests 

he commanded it to be given. 

“The King” – which he wasn’t, is called this at just the exact moment in which he 

acts least kingly. He would rather “save face” than to save John’s life or head - a 

man he knew to be innocent. 

“Like most weak men, Herod feared to be thought weak” (Carson). Herod 

probably never expected that his offer would result in such a request, but he 

nevertheless grants it. 

Matthew 14:10     He sent and had John beheaded in the prison, 

Herodias surely ruled Antipas just like Jezebel ruled Ahab! 

“beheaded” – Decapitation though sanctioned by Greeks and Romans was 

contrary to Jewish law which also forbade execution without trial. 

 >All of this happens at Herod’s birthday feast/banquet! 

Matthew 14:11   and his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl,     

and she brought it to her mother. 

When Cicero’s head was brought to Fulvia, the wife of Antony, she spat on it and 

pierced its tongue with a pin in spite against the man who opposed Antony. 

Jerome (d. 420 AD) says Herodias did the same thing to the head of John. 

So, the last Old Testament prophet dies, who through persecution became an 

example for Jesus’ disciples. I’m convinced John stood strong based on the 

message Jesus gave to his disciples to give to him back in Matthew 11. 
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Matthew 14:12   And his disciples came and took the body and buried it, and     

they went and told Jesus. 

Devout Jews prized a proper burial. (They did not and do not cremate bodies.) 

They bury! In the end (circa AD 39) Herod’s brother Agrippa accused him of 

treason against Rome and he was banished into the distant Roman province of 

Gall (France). In Gall Herod and Herodias committed suicide. 

 “and they went and told Jesus” – this statement serves a three-fold purpose: 

1. It draws John and Jesus together against opposition; 

2. It suggests, though it does not prove, a positive response to Jesus by John 

and his disciples following Matthew 11:2-6; 

3. It supports the view that Matthew finishes his longer narratives by 

returning to the opening theme – Herod hears reports of Jesus (14:1); Jesus 

hears reports of Herod (vs. 12). The frequency of this device gains 

importance in interpreting Matthew’s later chapters. 

John’s martyrdom foreshadows Jesus’ own passion and crucifixion! (John went 

ahead of Jesus in his miraculous birth, his unique role as a prophet and 

preacher (baptizer). This set the stage for Jesus’ miraculous birth, as well as his 

baptism and his ministry as prophet and preacher/teacher): 

1. John spoke truth; Jesus is truth. 

2. John’s death was at a festive occasion, Herod’s birthday; Jesus’ death was 

at a festive occasion, Passover. 

3. Herodias bitterly opposed John; the religious leaders bitterly opposed Jesus. 

4. John was arrested and bound; so was Jesus. 
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5. Herod declared John innocent; Pilate declared Jesus innocent. 

6. John was held in a prison cell/dungeon below Herod’s Machaerus – a 

palace; Jesus has held in a prison cell/dungeon below Caiapha’s palace. 

7. Herod tried to please his wife; Pilate attempted to please the crowds. 

8. Herod condemned John; Pilate condemned Jesus. 

9. Roman soldiers put John to death by beheading (it was illegal for Jews to do 

this); Roman soldiers put Jesus to death by crucifixion (it was illegal for Jews 

to do this). 

10. John’s disciples took his body and laid it in a tomb; Joseph of Arimathea 

took the body of Jesus and laid it in a tomb. 

(Herod Antipas’ belief in John’s resurrection points to Jesus’ resurrection.) After 

this remarkable rejection of both Jesus and John, everything from here forward in 

Matthew is Jesus’ journey to the cross. 

PRAYER AND INVITATION 
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