
“The	Miracle	Of	Opportunity”	
Ma5hew	11:20-30	

May	26,	2019	

Last	week	we	discussed	John	the	Bap3st’s	disciples	coming	to	Jesus	and	asking	

him	if	he	was	“the	one	who	is	to	come,	or	shall	we	look	for	another?”	(Ma5hew	

11:3).	Jesus	assured	John’s	disciples	and	John	himself	through	scriptural	

references,	that	he	indeed	was	the	Messiah	based	on	the	miracles	he	had	

performed	and	would	con3nue	to	perform	(Ma5hew	11:4-5).	He	concludes/

follows	up	his	message	back	to	John	with	“And	blessed	is	the	one	who	is	not	

offended	(“scandalized”)	by	me.”	(vs.	6).	Then,	“they	went	away”	(vs.	7)	back	to	

give	John	that	message	he	so	desperately	needed	in	the	dungeon	at	Machaerus.	

We	are	not	told	John	the	Bap3st	was	at	Machaerus	by	Scripture,	but	by	Josephus.		

*Pictures	of	Machaerus	on	screen	here	*		

John	would	remain	in	that	“hole,”	deep	in	the	ground,	underneath	Herod	An3pas’	

palace	all	the	way	to	Ma5hew	14,	when	he	is	finally	killed	.	.	.	

Beginning	in	verse	20,	Jesus	begins	his	woe	to	the	unrepresented	ci3es.	

Ma5hew	11:20					“Then	He	began	to	denounce	the	ci3es	where	most	of	His	

mighty	works	had	been	done,	because	they	did	not	repent.”		

Do	you	see	the	centrality	of	Jesus’	miracles	here	in	this	verse?	Throughout	

MaOhew?	I	do!	He	points	the	miracles	out	to	John	and	his	disciples	-	and	I	

am	convinced	that	was	all	John	needed	to	hear	to	be	strengthened	in	his	

faith	in	Jesus	(and	his	[John]	disciples,	too).	Now,	he	begins	to	“denounce”	
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the	ci3es	where	most	of	his	miracles	had	been	done,	because	they	did	not	

repent.	The	verb	“to	denounce”	is	used	only	here	and	in:			

Ma5hew	5:11				“Blessed	are	you	when	others	revile	you	and	persecute	

you	and	uOer	all	kinds	of	evil	against	you	falsely	on	my	account.”	

Ma5hew	27:44				And	the	robbers	who	were	crucified	with	him	also	

reviled	him	in	the	same	way.	

This	is	a	strong	verb	conveying	indigna3on	along	with	other	insults		

(Ma5hew	5:11)	or	jus3fiable	reproach.	It	can	also	mean	sorrowful	pity	as	

much	as	it	does	anger	(Barclay,	p.	12).	“Most	of	his	mighty	works”	-	literally	

“his	very	many	miracles”	(“Expositor’s	Bible	Commentary,”	p.	272).	The	

“many	miracles”	reminds	us	of	the	extent	of	Jesus’	ministry	(see	also	

Ma5hew	4:23;	8:16;	9:35)	and	of	the	depth	of	the	responsibility	imposed	

on	those	with	more	light.	Evidently,	the	ci3es/places	about	to	be	named	

“just	enjoyed	the	show”	(with	no	repentance).	

Ma5hew	11:21				“Woe	to	you,	Chorazin!	Woe	to	you,	Bethsaida!	For	if	the	

mighty	works	done	in	you	had	been	done	in	Tyre	and	Sidon,	they	would	

have	repented	long	ago	in	sackcloth	and	ashes.”	

“Woe”	-	Jesus	is	using	a	common	Old	Testament	form	of	a	woe	(Numbers	21:29;	1	

Samuel	4:8;	Isaiah	3:9-11;	Jeremiah	13:27;	Ezekiel	24:6-9).	The	woe	is	an	

exclama3on	of	“how	greatly	one	will	suffer.”	

“Chorazin”	-	interes3ng	because	MaOhew	has	never	said	one	word	about	Jesus	

ever	being/going	there.	This	city	is	men3oned	only	here	and	in	Luke	10:13.	This	
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city	was	located	about	two	miles	northwest	of	Capernaum.	“A	passage	like	this	

showed	us	how	liOle	we	know	of	Jesus;	it	shows	us	-	and	we	much	always	

remember	it	-	that	in	the	gospels	we	know	only	the	barest	selec3on	of	Jesus’	

works.	The	things	we	do	not	know	about	Jesus	far	out	number	the	things	we	do	

know”	(Barclay,	p.	11).	

John	21:25			“Now	there	are	also	many	other	things	that	Jesus	did.	Were	every	

one	of	them	to	be	wriOen,	I	suppose	that	the	world	itself	could	not	contain	the	

books	that	would	be	wriOen.”	

MaOhew	never	men3oned	this	city	before	and	would	never	men3on	it	again	

(Chorazin).		

“Bethsaida”-	probably	the	home	town	of	Andrew,	Peter	and	Philip	(John	1:44;	

12:21).	This	is	the	only	3me	MaOhew	ever	men3ons	this	town.	Mark	men3ons	it	

one	3me;	Luke	one	3me;	John	two	3mes	(there	is	also	another	Bethsaida	

men3oned	in	Mark	8:22	and	Luke	9:10	on	the	Eastern	side	of	Galilee).	This	

Bethsaida	is	located	on	the	West	side	of	Galilee.	Two	towns	barely	men3oned	and	

Jesus	did	most	of	his	mighty	works	there.	(Let	that	sink	in	for	a	moment.)	

“sackcloth”	-	a	rough	fabric	made	from	short	hairs	of	camels	and	usually	worn	

next	to	the	skin	to	express	grief	or	sorrow	(1	Kings	21;	2	Kings	6).	

“ashes”	-	were	added	in	cases	of	deep	sorrow/emo3on	(Job	42:6;	Daniel	9:3);	

some3mes	they	were	put	on	the	head	(2	Samuel	13:19),	sat	in	(Jonah	3:6);	laid	on	

(Esther	4:3);	or	rolled	in	(James	6:26).	
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Ma5hew	11:22			“But	I	tell	you,	it	will	be	more	bearable	on	the	day	of	judgment	

for	Tyre	and	Sidon	than	for	you.”		

“Tyre	and	Sidon”	-	were	large	Phoenician	ci3es	on	the	Mediterranean,	not	far	

away,	and	ocen	denounced	by	Old	Testament	prophets	for	their	Baal	worship	

(Isaiah	23;	Ezekiel	26	-	28;	Joel	3:4;	Amos	1:9-10;	Zechariah	9:2-4).	Rejec3ng	Jesus	

and	his	works/message	is	worse	than	worshipping	a	false	god!	

Ma5hew	11:23				“And	you,	Capernaum,	will	you	be	exalted	to	heaven?	You	will	be	

brought	down	to	Hades.	For	if	the	mighty	works	done	in	you	had	been	done	in	

Sodom,	it	would	have	remained	un3l	this	day.”		

“Capernaum”		-	“the	headquarters	of	the	army	of	salva3on”	-	Spurgeon.	The	

loca3on	of	Jesus’	ministry	headquarters	(Peter’s	house)	and	countless	miracles	

named	and	unnamed	(Ma5hew	8:5-17;	9:2-8,	18-33)	

“will	you	be	exalted	to	heaven”	-	Jesus	is	comparing	this	city’s	arrogance	with	the	

king	of	Babylon	in:	

Isaiah	14:12-15			12	“How	you	are	fallen	from	heaven,	O	Day	Star,	son	of		

Dawn!	How	you	are	cut	down	to	the	ground,	you	who	laid	the	na3ons	low!		

13	You	said	in	your	heart,	‘I	will	ascend	to	heaven;	above	the	stars	of	God	I	will	

set	my	throne	on	high;	I	will	sit	on	the	mount	of	assembly	in	the	far	reaches	of	

the	north;	14	I	will	ascend	above	the	heights	of	the	clouds;	I	will	make	myself	

like	the	Most	High.’	15	But	you	are	brought	down	to	Sheol,	to	the	far	reaches	of	

the	pit.”	
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“Sodom”	-		and	the	other	ci3es	“of	the	plain”	in	Genesis	19.	Jesus	could	not	have	

used	a	more	outrageous	city	to	compare	to	Capernaum.	Hear	me	-	rejec3ng	Jesus’	

miracles/ministry/message	is	a	worse	sin	than	homosexuality.	Having	a	clean,	

unmi3gated	presenta3on/example	of	who	Jesus	is	and	what	He	has	done	for	the	

world			and			rejec3ng	him	will	result	in	Hell	“Hades.”	

Obviously,	there	are	degrees	of	torment	in	hell	according	to:		

Ma5hew	12:41			The	men	of	Nineveh	will	rise	up	at	the	judgment	with	this	

genera3on	and	condemn	it,	for	they	repented	at	the	preaching	of	Jonah,	and	

behold,	something	greater	than	Jonah	is	here.	

Ma5hew	23:13			“But	woe	to	you,	scribes	and	Pharisees,	hypocrites!	For	you	

shut	the	kingdom	of	heaven	in	people's	faces.	For	you	neither	enter	yourselves	

nor	allow	those	who	would	enter	to	go	in.	

Romans	1:20	-	2:16			20	For	his	invisible	aOributes,	namely,	his	eternal	power	

and	divine	nature,	have	been	clearly	perceived,	ever	since	the	crea3on	of	the	

world,[a]	in	the	things	that	have	been	made.	So	they	are	without	excuse.	21	For	

although	they	knew	God,	they	did	not	honor	him	as	God	or	give	thanks	to	him,	

but	they	became	fu3le	in	their	thinking,	and	their	foolish	hearts	were	

darkened.	22	Claiming	to	be	wise,	they	became	fools,	23	and	exchanged	the	

glory	of	the	immortal	God	for	images	resembling	mortal	man	and	birds	and	

animals	and	creeping	things.		24	Therefore	God	gave	them	up	in	the	lusts	of	

their	hearts	to	impurity,	to	the	dishonoring	of	their	bodies	among	themselves,	

25	because	they	exchanged	the	truth	about	God	for	a	lie	and	worshiped	and	

served	the	creature	rather	than	the	Creator,	who	is	blessed	forever!	Amen.
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26	For	this	reason	God	gave	them	up	to	dishonorable	passions.	For	their	

women	exchanged	natural	rela3ons	for	those	that	are	contrary	to	nature;	

27	and	the	men	likewise	gave	up	natural	rela3ons	with	women	and	were	

consumed	with	passion	for	one	another,	men	commiing	shameless	acts	with	

men	and	receiving	in	themselves	the	due	penalty	for	their	error.28	And	since	

they	did	not	see	fit	to	acknowledge	God,	God	gave	them	up	to	a	debased	mind	

to	do	what	ought	not	to	be	done.	29	They	were	filled	with	all	manner	of	

unrighteousness,	evil,	covetousness,	malice.	They	are	full	of	envy,	murder,	

strife,	deceit,	maliciousness.	They	are	gossips,	30	slanderers,	haters	of	God,	

insolent,	haughty,	boasjul,	inventors	of	evil,	disobedient	to	parents,	31	foolish,	

faithless,	heartless,	ruthless.	32	Though	they	know	God's	righteous	decree	that	

those	who	prac3ce	such	things	deserve	to	die,	they	not	only	do	them	but	give	

approval	to	those	who	prac3ce	them.			

Romans	2:1	Therefore	you	have	no	excuse,	O	man,	every	one	of	you	who	

judges.	For	in	passing	judgment	on	another	you	condemn	yourself,	because	

you,	the	judge,	prac3ce	the	very	same	things.	2	We	know	that	the	judgment	of	

God	rightly	falls	on	those	who	prac3ce	such	things.	3	Do	you	suppose,	O	man—

you	who	judge	those	who	prac3ce	such	things	and	yet	do	them	yourself—that	

you	will	escape	the	judgment	of	God?	4	Or	do	you	presume	on	the	riches	of	his	

kindness	and	forbearance	and	pa3ence,	not	knowing	that	God's	kindness	is	

meant	to	lead	you	to	repentance?	5	But	because	of	your	hard	and	impenitent	

heart	you	are	storing	up	wrath	for	yourself	on	the	day	of	wrath	when	God's	

righteous	judgment	will	be	revealed	6	He	will	render	to	each	one	according	to	

his	works:	7	to	those	who	by	pa3ence	in	well-doing	seek	for	glory	and	honor	

and	immortality,	he	will	give	eternal	life;	8	but	for	those	who	are	self-seeking[b]	
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and	do	not	obey	the	truth,	but	obey	unrighteousness,	there	will	be	wrath	and	

fury.	9	There	will	be	tribula3on	and	distress	for	every	human	being	who	does	

evil,	the	Jew	first	and	also	the	Greek,	10	but	glory	and	honor	and	peace	for	

everyone	who	does	good,	the	Jew	first	and	also	the	Greek.	11	For	God	shows	

no	par3ality.12	For	all	who	have	sinned	without	the	law	will	also	perish	without	

the	law,	and	all	who	have	sinned	under	the	law	will	be	judged	by	the	law.	13	For	

it	is	not	the	hearers	of	the	law	who	are	righteous	before	God,	but	the	doers	of	

the	law	who	will	be	jus3fied.	14	For	when	Gen3les,	who	do	not	have	the	law,	by	

nature	do	what	the	law	requires,	they	are	a	law	to	themselves,	even	though	

they	do	not	have	the	law.	15	They	show	that	the	work	of	the	law	is	wriOen	on	

their	hearts,	while	their	conscience	also	bears	witness,	and	their	conflic3ng	

thoughts	accuse	or	even	excuse	them	16	on	that	day	when,	according	to	my	

gospel,	God	judges	the	secrets	of	men	by	Christ	Jesus.	

F.D.	Bruner	in	the	“Christbook”	says,	“Chris3an	countries	are	in	special	trouble				

on	judgment	day,	not	because	Jesus	has	not	really	been	in	their	communi3es	but	

because	he	has.	Jesus’	presence,	without	change,	can	lead	to	a	damna3on	deeper	

than	Sodom.”	Neither	Chorazin,	Bethsaida	or	Capernaum	exist	today.	They	all	lie	in	

ruins	.	.	.	

Ma5hew	11:24					“But	I	tell	you	that	it	will	be	more	tolerable	on	the	day	of	

judgment	for	the	land	of	Sodom	than	for	you.”	

So,	what	then	was	the	sin	of	Chorazin,	Bethsaida	and	Capernaum?	Hear	me	-	Jesus	

was	not	aOacked	physically	in	these	ci3es	-	we	have	no	violence	recorded	against	

him	in	these	ci3es.	They	did	not	drive	him	from	their	gates;	they	did	not	seek	to	

crucify	him	-	they	simply	disregarded	him.		Neglect	can	kill	as	much	as	persecu3on	
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can.	Indifference,	too,	is	a	sin,	and	the	worst	of	all,	for	indifference	kills.		“It	does	

not	burn	a	religion	to	death,	it	freezes	it	to	death.		It	does	not	behead	it;	it	slowly	

suffocates	the	life	out	of	it.”	(Barclay,	p.	13).		These	cites	were	simply	indifferent	to	

our	Lord….			Evidently,	as	stated	earlier)	they	just	sat	back	and	enjoyed	Jesus’	

preaching	and	especially	enjoyed	his	miracles	but	did	not	repent	in	masse	(only	

individuals	here	and	there	did	so	in	these	places).	

Now	we	know	the	“what”	they	were	indifferent	and	they	never	repented	and	

placed	their	faith	in	masse	-	in	Jesus.		But	“why?”		Jesus	addresses	these	ques3ons	

next.	

Ma5hew	11:25			At	that	3me	Jesus	declared,	“I	thank	you,	Father,	Lord	of	heaven	

and	earth,	that	you	have	hidden	these	things	from	the	wise	and	understanding	

and	revealed	them	to	liOle	children;”	

Jesus	prays	a	public	prayer	here	like	Daniel	in:	

Daniel	2:19-23		19	Then	the	mystery	was	revealed	to	Daniel	in	a	vision	of	the	

night.	Then	Daniel	blessed	the	God	of	heaven.	20	Daniel	answered	and	said:	

“Blessed	be	the	name	of	God	forever	and	ever,				to	whom	belong	wisdom	and	

might.	21	He	changes	3mes	and	seasons;	he	removes	kings	and	sets	up	kings;	

he	gives	wisdom	to	the	wise	and	knowledge	to	those	who	have	understanding;	

22	he	reveals	deep	and	hidden	things;		he	knows	what	is	in	the	darkness,		and	

the	light	dwells	with	him.	23	To	you,	O	God	of	my	fathers,		I	give	thanks	and	

praise,	for	you	have	given	me	wisdom	and	might,	and	have	now	made	known	

to	me	what	we	asked	of	you,		for	you	have	made	known	to	us	the	king's	

maOer.”	
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	Jesus	prayed	Scripture,	too,	just	as	we	should	today.	“I	thank	you”	or	“I	praise	

you”	in	the	NIV	-	this	verb	is	an	acknowledgment	of	who	God	is	and	the	excellence	

of	His	character.		“Father”	Jesus’	in3mate	rela3onship	and	unique	rela3onship	to	

God.		“Lord	of	heaven	and	earth”		-	God	is	sovereign	and	free	to	conceal	or	reveal	

as	he	wills.	

“Hidden	these	things	from	the	wise	and	understanding”	–	i.e.	the	significance	of	

Jesus’	miracles	in	revealing	just	who	he	is.		This	includes	not	only	the	Pharisees	

and	teaches	of	the	law	but	also	those	who	believe	themselves	to	be	self	sufficient	

and	deem	themselves	wise.		

“And	revealed	them	to	liOle	children”	–	i.e.	those	who	are	dependent	on	God	and	

the	humble,	love	to	be	taught.		(all	disciples	of	Jesus)	

The	language	of	free	will	appears	equally	in	verses	20-24	–	those	ci3es	could	have	

repented	if	they	had	chosen	to,	according	to	Jesus.		The	language	of	division	

sovereignty	is	used	in	verses	25-27.		We	must	use	balance	with	these	two	truths.	-		

man	indeed,	does	have	free	will	and	God	is	sovereign!	

“Jesus’	balance	mirrored	the	balance	of	Scripture:	he	could	simultaneously	

denounce	the	ci3es	that	did	not	repent	and	praise	the	God	who	does	not	reveal;	

for	God’s	sovereignty	in	elec3on	is	not	mi3gated	by	man’s	stubbornness	and	sin;	

while	man’s	responsibility	is	in	no	way	diminished	by	God’s	“good	pleasure”	that	

sovereignly	reveals	and	conceals”	(P.A.Carson).		Evangelism	should	be	encouraged	

by	elec3on	because	without	God’s	principle	work	in	someone’s	life,	no	one	could	

be	saved.	
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Ma5hew	11:26			“yes,	Father,	for	such	was	your	gracious	will.”	

Could	be	translated	“for	so	it	pleased	you	well.”	

Ma5hew	11:27			“All	things	have	been	handed	over	to	me	by	my	Father,	and	no	

one	knows	the	Son	except	the	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	Father	except	the	

Son	and	anyone	to	whom	the	Son	chooses	to	reveal	him.”	

	“All	things”	–	probably	carry	the	sense	of	all	authority	(Ma5hew	28:18).	Clearly,	

Jesus	and	God	have	a	unique	rela3onship.		He	is	God’s	son	in	a	different	sense	

than	believers	are	God’s	children.			

“knows”	includes	the	most	in3mate	and	fullest	acquaintance.			

“This	verse	is	the	greatest	claim	that	Jesus	ever	made,	the	claim	which	is	the	

center	of	the	Chris3ans	faith,	that	he	alone	can	reveal	God	to	men.	Other	men	

may	be	sons	of	God;	he	is	the	Son.”		(Barclay,	p.	15)	

Ma5hew	11:28			“Come	to	me,	all	who	labor	and	are	heavy	laden,	and	I	will	give	

you	rest.”	

(Verses	28-30	are	found	only	in	MaOhew.)	

“Come	to	me”	–	all	may	come,	at	least	all	who	hurt	and	who	recognize	this	

spiritual	need.”	(Blomberg,	p.	199)	

“Labor	and	are	heavy	laden”	-	or	“heavy”	and	“burdened”	(NIV).	Jesus	will	say					

of	the	scribes	and	Pharisees	in:	
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Ma5hew	23:4		“They	3e	up	heavy	burdens,	hard	to	bear,	and	lay	them	on	

people's	shoulders,	but	they	themselves	are	not	willing	to	move	them	with	

their	finger.”	

To	the	orthodox	Jew,	religion	was	a	thing	of	endless	rules.		“A	man	lived	his	life	in	a	

forest	of	regula3ons	which	dictated	every	ac3on	of	his	life”	(Barclay,	p.	16).		613	

Mitzvahs	-	365	“don’ts”	and	298	“do’s”.	

“Come	to	me……and	I	will	give	you	rest”	–	there	is	indeed	a	miraculous	“rest”	to	

the	Gospel	of	Jesus	–	it’s	a	spiritual	rest.	Jesus	does	not	call	people	to	the	Law	but	

to	himself.	

Ma5hew	11:29			 “Take	my	yoke	upon	you,	and	learn	from	me,	for	I	am	gentle		

and	lowly	in	heart,	and	you	will	find	rest	for	your	souls.”	

“Take	my	job	upon	you”	–	Come	and	join	me	in	my	work	(let’s	toil	together)	-you	

and	I	join	ourselves	with	Jesus	and	his	work	–	“Kingdom	of	Heaven”	work.	

“learn	from	me”	–	“learn	from	the	revela3on	that	I	alone	impart.”	

“I	am	gentle”	(meek)	–	MaOhew	stresses	Jesus’	gentleness	(Ma5hew	18:1-10,	

19:13-15).	The	Lion	of	the	Tribes	of	Judah	approaches	us	with	a	true	servant’s	

gentleness.	

“lowly	in	heart”	–	humble.	

“and	you	will	find	rest	for	your	souls”	–	direct	quote	of:	
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Jeremiah	6:16			Thus	says	the	Lord:	“Stand	by	the	roads,	and	look,	and	ask						

for	the	ancient	paths,	where	the	good	way	is;	and	walk	in	it,	and	find	rest	for	

your	souls.	But	they	said,	‘We	will	not	walk	in	it.’”	

“the	ancient	path”/”	the	good	way”	-	lie	in	taking	on	his	yoke	because	he	is	the	

one	on	the	Old	Testament	points	to.	The	rest	is	for	now	and	eternity.	

Ma5hew	11:30			 “For	my	yoke	is	easy,	and	my	burden	is	light.”	

“easy”	–	can	mean	“well-fiing.”	–	In	Israel	ox	yokes	were	made	of	wood;	the	ox	

was	bought,	and	the	measurement	were	taken.		The	yoke	was	then	roughed	out,	

and	the	ox	was	brought	back	to	have	the	yoke	tried	on.	The	yoke	was	carefully	

adjusted,	so	that	it	would	fit	well,	and	not	gall	the	neck.		In	other	words,	the	yoke	

was	tailor	made	(custom	made)	to	fix	the	ox.	

Pages	17	&	18	in	Barclay	here	

“If	your	yoke	is	hard	and	your	burden	is	heavy,	this	we	can	say	that	it	isn’t	His	yoke	

or	burden,	and	you	aren’t	leing	him	bear	it	with	you”.	David	Guzik	

PRAYER	AND	INVITATION
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