
“All	  In	  Together”	  	  
Genesis	  2:1-‐25	  
January	  14,	  2018	  

Use family quote from last week’s sermon notes!

Genesis 2:1-2   1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host 

of them.  2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and 

he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.

Let me make some comments on the Sabbath rest of God.

1. On the seventh day, God rested - this means that He ceased creating.  

Nothing new (matter) has been created since the sixth day; this is the first law 

of thermodynamics, that this is a closed continuum: “The first law of 

thermodynamics states that energy can be transferred (changed from one for 

to another) but cannot be created or destroyed” (Jerry Fallwell, ed. Liberty 

Bible Commentary, p. 15). (Again - I believe further testimony to there 

being literal 24 hr. days.)

2. God did not rest because He was tired / exhausted (Isaiah 40:28 says, Have 

you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the 

Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary; his 

understanding is unsearchable.) God rested to set an example for people. 

Exodus 20:8  “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  If we are going 

to be “all In” for God, we must honor/“remember” the Sabbath.

In Genesis 1:26-27, man is described as being created in the image of God or 

“like” God - an “imitation” of God in many ways (see; hear; rule - have dominion; 

have the capacity for relationships). Part of being the kind of human being God 
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desires is imitating Him (God). We are to be “salt and light” as believers.  We are 

to be God’s “hands and feet”.  We are to observe a Sabbath day - just as God 

(see Exodus 20:8  "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.”  It was created 

for us  not the other way around.  We are supposed to be “all in” - daily/

weekly. — That was just as crazy then as it is NOW to business, commerce - 

Chick-fil-a etc...                                                                                                                                 

Christian businesses that honor the Sabbath:

• Chick-fil-a - closed Sundays

• Hobby Lobby - closes daily at 8:00 pm. The only billion $$ retail company 

to do so.  It also closes on Sundays (which would generate $100- for the 

company). David Green, founder & CEO, says he does so to show the 

world where his priorities are (chriistiannet.com) 

Don’t be legalistic about the Sabbath - just do it!  Have a day when you rest 

(cease striving, literally) and relax (mine is Saturday) and reflect on what God 

has taught you this past week.  Acknowledge that He is the one really in control 

and really in charge of your life.  (Working 14 to 16 hours a day, seven days a 

week does NOT honor God.  It defies Him and defiles us...) - puts us in control 

rather than God... The Sabbath is still extremely important and will culminate at 

the end of time.

Hebrews 4:9  So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God,

Genesis 2:3   So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it 

God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

Before we begin verse 4, let me say that this is NOT a different account (creation 

account) from that which has just been given in Chapter 1. This is the more 
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detailed account of Chapter 1.  (Theories Of Adam & “Lilith” who was destroyed - 

Chapter 1)

Genesis 2:4   These are the generations (The name of the book of Genesis 

comes from this verse - this word!) of the heavens and the earth when they were 

created, in the day that the LORD (YHWH) God made the earth and the 

heavens.

account - literally “histories of.” Moses relied on earlier records / sources passed 

down to him as well as the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

the LORD God - the very first occurrence of YHWH (Yahweh or Jehovah) - the 

most significant name for God in the Old Testament (Tetragram). It occurs, 6,823 

times in the Old Testament and is especially associated with God’s holiness 

(Leviticus 11:44-45); His hatred of sin (Genesis 6:3-7); and his gracious 

provision of redemption (Isaiah 53:1, 5-6, 10) (Ryrie Study Bible, p. 9).

Verses 4-5 take us back to the work of creation - especially that which occurred 

before the third day.

Genesis 2:5   When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant    

of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the 

land, and there was no man to work the ground,

The truth of this verse is speaking specifically about the Garden of Eden 

(“Paradise”) because there was no man to work the ground - i.e. the Garden.

Genesis 2:6   and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the  

whole face of the ground—
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This probably denotes that part of Adam’s work was to irrigate the plants in the 

Garden of Eden

Genesis 2:7   then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 

creature. 

God has already completed the heavens and the earth and all their hosts (the 

moon, stars, sun, etc...) in verse 1; then He rests on and blesses the seventh day 

in verses 2-3; in verse 4, it literally reads “These are generations (geneseōs) of 

heaven and earth.” The name of the book of Genesis comes from this verse!

According to verse 5-6, the earth is a lifeless planet - no shrubs, no plants, no 

rain, no man (people). Not that great of a place to be (the earth) - YET!

In verse 7 the Lord God is very much alive and formed [the same word is     

used for the creation of every human being (Job 10:8-9)] the man from the 

dust of the ground.  I picture a lifeless body here - a beautiful formed body - 

sculpted and chiseled features - awesome bone and body structure - BUT 

HAVING NO LIFE IN IT!  UNTIL! (Interesting -- even though man is made in 

God’s image, he is still made out of the dust of the ground.) “ashes to ashes, 

dust to dust”

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, - The body derives its origin from 

the earth.  The soul, however, is breathed in by God Himself  the intellect, the 

function of organs, the emotions, a spiritual being capable of serving and 

fellowshipping with God - capable of relationship!

“and the man became a living creature” - ONLY BY GOD’S BREATH
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I. MAN IS SPIRITUAL

Thus man is brought alive by having the Spirit - he is not just flesh and blood but 

is spiritual. (✸Today - The Holy Spirit✸)     (We are spiritual beings having a 

physical experience.)

Where human relationships began - it all began right here!

Genesis 2:8     And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east,

garden - “to be enclosed, fenced off” (Waltke, “Genesis”, p. 85). - Probably 

denotes an enclosed, protected area.

Eden - the etymology of the word is uncertain. It can mean a lush paradise - a 

place of pleasure and delight.  It can mean “a place of abundant water” - indeed it 

may mean both.

The Garden of Eden is a temple/garden (like the temple/tabernacle itself, with the 

Holy of Holies having the tree of the garden & life). 

The Garden of Eden comparison to the Tabernacle/Temple. Cherubim protect 

both (see Gen 3:24; Exodus 26:1; II Chronicles 3:7) so that sin and death are 

excluded (Genesis 3:23; Revelation 21:8). Active faith is a prerequisite for this 

home. Doubt of God’s Word or character cannot reside in the garden/temple.

. . . 2:8    continued . . .  and there he put the man whom he had formed.

God creates man first then places him in the Garden.

Genesis 2:9      And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every 

tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food.
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Beautiful flowers and delicious fruit!

 ✸ MAN HAD A CHOICE FROM THE BEGINNING ✸

. . . 2:9    continued . . .  The tree of life was in the midst of the garden,

Literally - “life giving tree”  ➜➜ >today< ✸ THE CROSS CAME LATER ✸ -- A 

LIFE GIVING TREE -- (Eating of this tree produces life.)  

➡➡ in the middle as well ⬅⬅

. . . 2:9    continued . . .  and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  “The 

primary quest for humanity is power - not life”. (Waltke, p. 86)

Notice that this is a tree of knowledge (fascinating). Eating of this tree conferred 

a kind of knowledge that was an exceptional possession of deity. (More on this 

tree later in verse 17.) Both of these trees are in the CENTER/MIDDLE of the 

Garden of Eden!                            

➡➡ In the center of our lives is a choice!!! ⬅⬅ 

D. Bonhoeffer said, “The center of Adam’s world was not himself, but life was the 

very presence of God; the tree of knowledge as a prohibition signifies that man’s 

limitation as a creature is in the middle of his existence, not on the edge.”

We make our choices, then our choices make us later.

Genesis 2:10    A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it 

divided and became four rivers.

The location of the Garden of Eden has been HOTLY  debated for millennia - 

some say in heaven, some say at the North Pole, South Pole, China, Africa, 

�6

Screen 15

Screen 16



Europe - some say it’s only a spiritual place.  NO! There is too much detail for 

allegory - UNDER WATER NOW??? (Possible location - IRAQ  ✸✸✸)

Genesis 2:11-14    11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed 

around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that 

land is good; (first mention of finances in the Bible - “it’s good”)  bdellium 

and onyx stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the 

one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name of the third 

river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the 

Euphrates.

This is a rich, lush place - tremendous natural resources. (Wealth beyond 

description.)

II. MAN IS FUNCTIONAL        -- HE HAS A PURPOSE

Genesis 2:15    The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden 

to work it and keep it. 

put - literally means “caused to rest” (rest means safety). He’s resting in safety 

while he’s working in the Garden. WORK IS NO CURSE. IT IS A BLESSING.  An 

assignment of LABOR was given to Adam BEFORE he ever sinned.  You and I, 

physically, were created to work (muscles are given to us for a reason.) This was 

Adam’s service to God - his work was his WORSHIP - interesting. (VOCATION = 

CALLING) (Is yours, this morning?)

(Adam was “all in” at the beginning of his life. To be all in, one must be fulfilling 

his vocation [what’s your calling today? Is it your calling? or just your career? too 

many careers today and not enough callings . . . ) 
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✴ There is a heavy connection between the Garden of Eden and the Tabernacle 

➜  gold and onyx were used heavily in the Tabernacle - “Garden of God” 

motif. (A Biblical view of work vocation!)

✴ The Garden is probably meant to be understood primarily as a dwelling place 

of YAHWEH rather than simply a place of human habitation.

III. MAN IS TO KEEP GOD’S COMMANDMENTS  - to be all in   (While    

walking in integrity.)

★★★GOD’S FIRST COMMAND - IT CONCERNED LIFE, DEATH, GOOD AND 

EVIL, AS WITH ALL GOD’S SUBSEQUENT COMMANDS. ★★

Genesis 2:16   And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may 

surely eat of every tree of the garden, God is so generous!!!

Genesis 2:17    but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 

eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

 ✸ Andy Stanley’s definition of the “knowledge of good and evil” - It’s one ability 

to understand that things should be a certain way - but they never are 

(maddening isn’t it?)!

Immediately God creates Adam - then the Garden - places Adam in the Garden - 

and gives him tremendous freedom and BOUNDRIES. Today, God gives us 

tremendous freedom and boundaries - there are always boundaries.

you will surely die - has been toned down a little - it says “dying, you shall surely 

die.” “At that very moment you’ll become mortal and shall continue in a dying 

state till you die.”
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- A BIBLICAL VIEW OF MARRIAGE -

Genesis 2:18    Then the LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should    

be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him." (here’s where we’re really going 

today)  [E.G. “The Bachelor/Bachlorett”]

 ✸✸✸(Imagine a world without women - no need for bathing, nothing would be 

clean; no babies - AWFUL!)

Immediately after God gives this first commandment in Scripture, He tells us His 

plan to create a woman - to create MARRIAGE!

God not only intended for Adam (Eve as well) alone to be:

1. Spiritual - God breathed life into that lifeless “molded clay.”

2. Functional - Adam had a purpose - to cultivate the Garden and keep it

3. Obedient - Keeping God’s commandment by eating from every tree but 

one.

“helper” - not a demeaning term.  It points to a shield (not weak at all, but   

strong). It is often used in Scripture to describe God Almighty.  (Is used 16 times 

out of the 19 times in the O.T. to denote God)

Psalm 33:20  Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.

Psalm 70:5   But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! You are my   

help and my deliverer;  O LORD, do not delay! 

Psalm 115:9 O Israel, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield.
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BUT God intended and intends for husband and wife to be spiritual, functional, 

and obedient to His commands!

GOD HAS THIS PLAN, BUT ADAM DOESN’T KNOW IT YET! It’s for marriage -                             

✸A wedding is about to take place. ✸

Jeremiah 29:11   For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, 

plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. AMEN!

 ✸IF THIS IS FANTASY - IT’S WORTHLESS✸

Genesis 2:19    Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every        

beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to 

see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, 

that was its name.  (Very few species then... animals & birds)   > IQ <

Pre-flood people: Neanderthal Man (considered pre-humans) was about the 

same height as modern people.  Their brains were larger than ours. They were 

much stronger, having particularly strong arms and hands. (✸Interesting - the 

frequency of broken bones and stab wounds, in particular, speak to the violence 

of the pre-flood world.✸) They practiced cannibalism! They practiced ritual de-

fleshing! (There are all types of pre-flood people / human fossils that have been 

discovered.)

We know from the start that Adam has the ability to speak and LOOK AT HIS I.Q. 

It had to be off the charts to name ALL the species of animals and birds (some 

scholars believe that he originally possessed ESP - AMAZING!)  ✸He had 

perfection of knowledge.✸  (I think ancient men might have gone to the moon 

- Reliefs on ancient Egyptian temples/buildings . . .)
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Genesis 2:20    The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the 

heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a 

helper fit for him.

Out of all the creatures on planet earth - NONE corresponded to him - NONE! 

How alone and how incomplete he must have felt. [The animals had their mates - 

probably came in pairs - NONE for Adam thought.] Even though everything else 

in his life was literally perfect: (For man to be “all in” for God - he is not 

supposed to be all alone!)

1. His habitat - The Garden of Eden

2. His I.Q. 

3. His relationship with God - flawless

4. His relationship with the animals of the earth

➡➡  ✸✸✸GOD IS PREPARING ADAM TO VALUE HIS MATE✸✸✸ ⬅⬅

Genesis 2:21    So (a great little word) the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall 

upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 

flesh.

(The very first surgery) SURGERY IS NOW PERFORMED BY THE GREAT 

PHYSICIAN! (The word for rib means flesh and bone were taken together.) SO 

BEAUTIFUL! (NOT ANDROGYNOUS) 

Genesis 2:22    And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he 

made into a woman and brought her to the man.  KJV - “fashioned”
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Woman is the first creation to come from a living being. She is not formed from 

the dust but from the man.  [WSM, 5/12/08 at 1:55 pm - “It’s almost as if Adam 

gave birth to Eve - fashioned by God. Then she will give birth to all humanity.”]

The climax of the story - NOW ADAM HAS BEEN ASLEEP THROUGH ALL OF 

THIS CREATING AND FASHIONING!!! 

“and he brought her to the man”. (God presents the bride to her husband!)

God introduced them. Can you imagine how Adam’s eyes looked - popped out of 

his head...

 He had waited all of his very short life SEARCHING FOR THAT SPECIAL 

SOMEONE AND NOW SHE STANDS BEFORE HIM. PRESENTED 

(INTRODUCED) TO HIM BY THE LORD! Do you remember the first time you 

saw your wife? (10-21-1988) 

Genesis 2:23    Then the man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh   

of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, (END OF QUOTE FROM ADAM.) 

[Hebrew: Ishshah - “she-man”   “womb man”   (“the man with the 

womb”) because she was taken out of Man."

This is now... - We are not sure, but probably as the animals appeared before 

him to be named, they must have come in twos / pairs. So quite literally - “this 

creation that passed before me or appears before me, is flesh of my flesh, 

etc...” (Cool!)

EVERYTHING THAT HE LACKED - SHE SUPPLIED AND WHAT SHE LACKED, 

HE SUPPLIED.

God is speaking here - NOT ADAM! ⬇⬇⬇
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Genesis 2:24    Therefore a man (male) shall leave his father and his mother and 

hold fast to    his wife, (female) and they   shall become   one flesh.                                                                                                                 

Every union of a man with his wife is a reunion! - ➡➡➡Everything in creation 

leads up to this ⬅⬅⬅ - a marriage! (This completely rules out homosexuality.)

“will leave”... - there shall be a more intimate connection between husband and 

wife than between parents and children. (Roy Martin)

“they will become one flesh”... (monogamous) - Hear God’s word here - having 

NO separate or independent rights, privileges, cares, concerns [and childbirth 

(sexual union)].  (It’s not your mates responsibility to meet your needs. It’s 

your responsibility to meet your spouses needs.) 

Very Good -> A man & woman are never more like God than on their wedding 

day when they commit themselves unconditionally to one another.  In marriage, 

we imitate the gospel, giving up our rights and even our life for the other (Walkte, 

p. 89).

Genesis 2:25       And the man and his wife were both naked and were not 

ashamed..

Their nakedness suggests they were at ease with one another, without any fear 

of exploitation or potential evil. (Jeff Foxworthy - naked, necked)

COUPLES TODAY - MARRIED COUPLES TODAY

These two (the perfect couple) should have the most intimate relationship with 

each other that is possible between two human beings [male / female - husband / 

wife] because she was made out of him (literally). He should treat her as he 

treats himself. 
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NOTICE - There is no lecture of HEADSHIP in the family / marriage union.  

Why? They were the perfect couple, completely sinless.  They were not ignorant, 

just innocent.

Taking into consideration that this union is:

1. Spiritual - you are both spiritual beings.

2. Functional - you have a job to do. Honor God with your life’s work.

3. Obedient - keep God’s commandments. Exodus 20 - two of the Ten 

commandments involve family:

a.  Verse 12: Honor your father and your mother...

b.  Verse 14: You shall not commit adultery.                                                                                    

      “Tree of life” - later becomes the cross! 

END CONCLUSION: To be “all in” for God man is not be to all alone!!!

The creation of Adam and Eve teaches us much about the marriage relationship:

1. Marriage was instituted by God, not by man, thus God’s Word must give us 

the proper guidelines.

2. Marriage was, and is to be monogamous; God gave Adam only one wife.

3. Marriage is to be heterosexual; homosexuality does not have a case in 

light of biblical revelation,

4. The husband and wife are to be unified physically, spiritually and 

permanently. (Verse 24 says, be united to his wife - the word “united” 
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literally means “glued” to his wife.)  -> Hallelujah! <- Keen awareness of 

the presence of your spouse.

5. The husband is to be the spiritual head of the wife. The reason is that 

Adam was created before Eve, and Eve was created as a helper/shield for 

him.

We end today in total marital bliss for Adam. He had:

• The perfect habitat - the Garden of Eden (Paradise)

• The perfect I.Q. - Adam is a genius intellectually

• The perfect relationship with God - flawless

• The perfect relationship with the animals and his habitat (the earth)

• The perfect relationship with his wife - Eve is just as brilliant and flawless 

as Adam is Next week - There’s TROUBLE IN PARADISE - come back…

PRAYER AND INVITATION
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